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During the banquet celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the UCC in 


Edmonton, both Ambassador Shevchenko (left) and UCC National 
President Paul Grod (right) were presented with decorative rams 


(barany), created by Audrey Uzwyshyn, and presented by UCC-APC Vice 


President Ivan Lypovyk. 


Ambassador 


Stresses courage 
Addresses UCC’s 75th anniversary 
celebration during Alberta visit 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukraine's Ambassador to Can- 
ada, Andriy Shevchenko addressed 
the issue of courage during his 
speech at the 75th Anniversary of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
held in Edmonton, April 16. 
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He told a hushed audience the 
poignant tale of one of the activ- 
ists who manned the barricades 
and helped the wounded, but 
lost his father during the last few 
days of the Revolution of Dignity 
-- when ousted President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych’s security forces 
opened fire on protestors. 

As Shevchenko and other protest- 
ors were treating the wounded in a 
makeshift hospital near the Maidan, 
one of the doctors asked him to go 
outside and help identify four dead 
bodies. They were about to photo- 
graph them when one of the protest- 
ors took one body aside, explaining 
that was his father and he didn’t want 
him to be photographed so he could 
go home and tell his pregnant wife 
what happenedd before she found it 
out from someone else. 

However he said he couldn’t do 
that yet “because I need to return 
to Maidan because that is where the 
fate of my family is being decided.” 

“He really put his own personal 
interests aside was ready to sac- 
rifice his life because he believed 
that we would change the destiny 
and fate of his country,” explained 
Shevchenko. 

“These stories should encourage 
us to stand strong every time we 
see something that is very unjust,” 
he added. 

This also means to challenge big 
countries who violate international 
law and which bring wars to their 
neighbour 

People who have visited Ukraine 
know that it is a very peaceful 
country, which makes the war start- 
ed by Russia so tragic and surreal, 

Cont. on P. 16 
See also Ps.8 & 9 
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Prayer Service conducted by Bishop Marion, Western 


Ep 
and Bishop David, Edmonton Eparch of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, and members of the clergy. 


Edmonton commemorates 


arch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 


30th anniversary of Chornobyl 


(UkrNews)—Members of Edmonton’s Ukrain- 
ian community gathered at the Chornobyl Memorial 
Plaque in Hawrelak Park, April 26 to commemorate 
the 30" anniversary of the nuclear disaster. 

Both Bishop Пагіоп, Western Eparch of the Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church of Canada and Bishop David, 
Edmonton Eparch of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, accompanied by 12 members of their respect- 
ive clergy, led the Prayer Service in memory of the 
victims. 

Speaking on behalf of the Alberta Ukrainian Self- 
Reliance League which erected the plaque in 1989, 
Marshall Opyr, President of the Ukrainian Self-Reli- 
ance Edmonton Branch, noted that to this day cancer 
and death toll estimates of the April 26, 1986 explo- 
sion which destroyed reactor No. 4 at Chornobyl’s 
Nuclear Power Station, “are in a shockingly wide 
range.” 

“The World Health Organization has estimated that 
4,000 other fatalities will eventually be linked to this 
worst nuclear power plant disaster in history. Five 
million people still live on heavily contaminated lands 
in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine. 

“The true impact from Chornobyl may not be 


known for decades because radiation virtually never 
dies. Thirty years later and the Chornobyl! crippled 
reactor still has the power to kill. A giant arch taller 
than the ATB Place and wider than Commonwealth 
Stadium is being built to cover the damaged reactor 
like a casserole, but as violence grips Ukraine, one of 
the arch’s contractors has backed out, the project is 
$770 million short and plagued by repeated delays,” 
he added. 

Serhiy Kostyuk, President of the Edmonton Branch 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, which organized 
the commemoration spoke of the Three big lies Rus- 
sia has perpetrated — the cover-up of the Chornobyl 
disaster, the denial of the August 1939 Hitler-Stalin 
pact which led to World War II and its denial of the 
presence of its troops and complicity in the current 
war in Ukraine. 

Kostyuk also warned of an “informational Chor- 
nobyl” in which the media and the truth is suppressed, 
drawing particular attention to the case of Ukrainian 
journalist Savik Shuster who that same day began a 
hunger strike to protest a decision by state authorities 
to strip him of his work permit. (For more about Shus- 
ter, see page 5.) 


Global Affairs sidesteps Crimea question 


(UkrNews)—Global Affairs Canada has sidestepped 
a Ukrainian News question on whether Canada would 
maintain sanctions on Russia if that country adhered to 
the Minsk Agreement, but still occupied Crimea. 

Ukrainian News referred to the March 18 statement 
made by Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion 
upon announcing the extension of Canadian sanctions 
against Russian individuals in which he said: 

“Today’s steps support wider international efforts to 
seek a diplomatic resolution to the crisis in Ukraine. 
By engaging with Russia on the one hand and dem- 
onstrating our firm resolve on sanctions on the other, 
we strengthen our collective ability to hold them to 
account. I have instructed Global Affairs Canada to 
update engagement policies accordingly. As agreed by 
G7 leaders, Canada believes sanctions should not be 
lifted until Russia fully implements its commitments 
under the Minsk agreements.” 

To which Ukrainian News queried: “The Minsk 
agreements do not cover Crimea. Does this statement 
mean Canada would be willing to lift its sanctions 
against Russia should Russia suddenly decide to adhere 
to the Minsk agreements, but still occupy Crimea?” 


Global Affairs spokesperson Amy Mills replied: 

“Canada will continue to oppose Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea and its aggression in eastern 
Ukraine, and we will continue to stand strongly with 
our NATO allies. But doing so is entirely consistent 
with re-establishing diplomatic discussions with Rus- 
sia, just as our allies do.” 

Ukrainian News Editor Marco Levytsky, in turn 
stated: 

“Thank you, but that still does not answer the ques- 
tion. The question was not about re-establishing dip- 
lomatic discussions but (whether) ‘sanctions should 
not be lifted until Russia fully implements its com- 
mitments under the Minsk agreements.’ As mentioned 
the Minsk agreements do not cover Crimea, therefore 
would sanctions be lifted in the hypothetical case 
Russia “fully implements its commitments under the 
Minsk agreements,’ but still occupies Crimea?” 

The answer we received was: 

“We don’t comment on hypotheticals; we stand for 
Ukraine’s territorial sovereignty, always.” 


See also Pages 5 and 6 
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Апарат Міноборони треба скоротити 
на дві третини - Полторак 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

У Міноборони «полетять голови», анонсує 
міністр оборони Степан Полторак. За його слова- 
ми, дві третини керівного складу міністерства не 
пройшли переатестацію 1 можуть бути звільнені. 
Експерти 1 волонтери, що спеціалізуються 
на допомозі армії, вважають скорочення у 
відомстві необхідним кроком, але недостатнім 
для поліпшення його роботи. Частина з них 
наголошує, що без кримінальної відповідальності 
для генералів, які порушували закон, реальні ре- 
форми в оборонному відомстві неможливі. 

Звільнення двох третин керівництва Міноборони 
за підсумками переатестації очікує міністр оборони 
Степан Полторак. Про це він заявив журналістам 
13 квітня. Міністр зазначив, що атестація у 
міністерстві почалася з керівного складу. 

«Я думаю, що дві третини будуть шукати собі 
нову роботу», - наголосив міністр. 

За його словами, наступним кроком буде 
атестація нижчої ланки посадовців Міноборони. 

Днями радник президента України та волон- 
тер Юрій Бірюков повідомив, що з 25 керівників 
центрального апарату Міноборони не пройшли 
переатестацію 15. 

«Атестацію почали 3 керівників окремих 
структурних підрозділів (департаменти, окремі 
управління та відділи), таких в Міноборони 
25. Попередньо: з 25 начальників не пройшли 
переатестацію 15», - написав Бірюков у соцмере- 
жах, 1 уточнив, що серед них є два генерали Ta чо- 
тири полковники. 

Радник президента 4 повідомляє, що лише 
у центральному апараті Міністерства оборо- 
ни після атестації мають скоротити понад 200 
співробітників. При цьому ані Бірюков, ані Пол- 
торак не називають прізвищ тих, хто провалив 
атестацію та потрапляє під скорочення. 

Масштабні скорочення в оборонному відомстві 
Степан Полторак анонсував ще в березні. 

Переатестація та звільнення частини апаратних 
працівників Міноборони є необхідним та корис- 
ним кроком, визнає у розмові з Радіо Свобода во- 
лонтер Мирослав Гай. Але він додає, що саме ли- 
шень скорочення не допоможе міністерству впора- 
тися з тими викликами, які нині стоять перед ним. 


«Вважаю, що треба скорочувати | штат 
Міноборони та кількість українських урядовців 
в цілому. Бо в нинішній ситуації маємо розду- 
тий бюджет на їхнє утримання. А крім того, чим 
більше людей працює в міністерстві, тим важ- 
че відбувається ухвалення рішень, важливих 
для країни у час війни, - каже волонтер, який 
допомагає підрозділам української армії. — Скоро- 
чувати треба, але важлива i якість кадрового скла- 
ду: кого залишать і хто замінить звільнених? Кош- 
ти, які можна заощадити в результаті скорочень в 
МО, варто витратити на підвищення кваліфікації 
тих, хто залишається на службі». 

Волонтер та військовий експерт Юрій Касья- 
нов, зі свого боку, наголошує, що корупція в 
Міноборони як була, так і залишається, попри 
атестацію та заяви про скорочення штату. Про 
початок реальних реформ та справжнього очи- 
щення у відомстві свідчитимуть не звільнення, а 
притягнення до кримінальної відповідальності 
посадовців, пояснює Касьянов. 

«Розслідування, кримінальні справи і судові про- 
цеси мають відбуватися щодо тих людей, які осо- 
бливо багато крали в Міноборони. Якщо нікого 
не посадимо (а в Україні досі нікого не посадили 
ні в Міноборони, ні в Нацгвардії та поліції, ні в 
прокуратурі та в судах), то вони йтимуть у відставку 
чи на пенсію, і передаватимуть свою справу іншим 
посадовцям. Доки не сядуть за грати осіб 100 в 
Міноборони - результату не буде. Одними вмовлян- 
нями нічого не зробиш. Має бути 1 батіг, i пряник. Це 
завжди працює», - наголошує волонтер. 

На його думку, той, хто в Міноборони неякісно 
виконує свою роботу в умовах фактичної війни, 
завдає прямої шкоди українській державі та має 
бути покараний за всією суворістю закону. 

14 квітня новопризначений прем'єр Володимир 
Гройсман та президент Петро Порошенко презен- 
тували новий склад уряду. За пропозицією прези- 
дента в новому Кабміні міністр оборони Степан 
Полторак зберіг свою посаду. 

Минулого року міністр заявляв журналістам, 
що Міноборони отримало детектор брехні, який 
можна використовувати для перевірки чесності 
посадовців, яких призначають на посаду або пере- 
атестовують. 


У Сенаті США знову говорили про 
Україну 1 постачання їй зброї 


(Голос Америки) -Кандидат на посаду голов- 
нокомандувача об'єднаних сил НАТО в Європі 
i командувача військ США в Європі виступає за 
збільшення військової допомоги Україні, зокрема, 
за надання українській армії протитанкових ракет- 
них комплексів «Джавелін» (Javelin). 

Наразі, генерал Кертіс Скапарротті чекає оста- 
точного затвердження його кандидатури на цій 
посаді. До того, він працював командувачем сил 
США у Південній Кореї. Про свою позицію щодо 
українсько-російської війни та місця США на 
європейській карті Скапарротті розповів на слу- 
ханнях у Сенатському комітету з питань збройних 
сил, на яких розглядалася його кандидатура. 

Генерал Скапарротті передбачає активізацію 
російських військових та сепаратистів на сході 
України i відповідно виступає за надання Україні 
«Джавеленів». Про це він заявив на слуханнях, 
відповідаючи на запитання голови Сенатського 
комітету Джона Маккейна. 

«Я вважаю, ми повинні надати Україні 
озброєння, яке, на нашу думку, вони потребують, 
щоб захистити їхній суверенітет, i яке вони у змозі 
використовувати», - зазначив Скапарротті . 

«Чи вони потребують 1 чи можуть користуватися 
«Джавелінами»?» - запитав сенатор Джон Мак- 
кейн. 

«Я думаю, у їхній ситуації протитанкова зброя, 
така як «Джавеліни», є необхідною. Сподіваюсь, 


ви зробите це питання пріоритетним», - відповів 
генерал армії США. 
Кертіс  Скапарротті виступає за постійну 


дислокацію американських військ у Європі, щоб 
протистояти агресивним діям Росії. 

«Постійна дислокація військ дає можливість 
встановити тривалі, щоденні взаємовідносини з 
нашими союзниками. Це краще робиться, коли 
війська дислоковані не тимчасово, а на постійній 
основі. Це те, що сприяє чітким діям, тіснішим 
взаєминам і, очевидно, це спокійніше для самих 
військових, вони можуть переїхати туди зі своїми 


родинами», - наголосив кандидат в командувачі 
об'єднаних сил НАТО і військ США в Європі. 

Росію Скапарротті назвав найбільшою загрозою 
для Сполучених Штатів. Іншими загрозами для 
США він вважає тероризм та кризу біженців. 

Американські оглядачі порахували, що загалом 
учасники Сенатських слухань у комітеті з питань 
збройних сил згадали Росію 75, а Владіміра Путіна 
- 13 разів. 

Впливовий сенатор і колишній кандидат у прези- 
денти США Ліндсі Грем, який є палким прихиль- 
ником України у Конгресі, запитав у Скапарротті 
чи вважає він, що Росія намагається розділити 
Європу. 

Кертіс Скапарроті: «Так, вважаю». 

Ліндсі Грем: «Чи вважаєте, що Путін не хотів 
би нічого іншого, тільки, щоб США вийшли з 
НАТО?» 

- Так, вважаю. 

- Чи Ви погоджуєтесь, що для країн Балтії на- 
стали б дуже темні часи, якби Америка вийшла з 
НАТО? 

- Так, пане сенаторе. 

- Тож, Путін отримав би найбільше вигоди від 
розвалу НАТО...? 

- Так, я вважаю, Путін свідомо намагається 
розділити Альянс. 

Кертіс Скапарротті замінить на посаді генерала 
Філіпа Брідлава, який неодноразово закликав уряд 
США збільшити військову підтримку Україні. 

В оборонному бюджеті США на 2016 рік 
передбачається надання 300 мільйонів доларів на 
військову допомогу Україні, з них 50 мільйонів 
можуть бути використані на оборонне озброєння, 
якщо так вирішить президент США. 

Президент Барак Обама виступає за політичне 
вирішення конфлікту на сході України. Його 
адміністрація відмовляється надавати Україні 
смертоносну зброю. Між тим, у Білому домі наго- 
лошують, що це рішення не остаточне 1 може бути 
змінене у разі ескалації агресії Росії. 
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Ottawa seeks ruling On | Bezan speaks at Ше came 
Oberlander case 


By Jeff Outhit, Waterloo Region Record 

Stung by a legal defeat, the federal government 
wants the Supreme Court to rule that politicians acted 
within the law in revoking the citizenship of Helmut 
Oberlander, 92, for serving in a Nazi death squad. 

In Waterloo on April 16, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said his Liberal government is committed to 
prosecuting immigrants such as Oberlander who lie 
about their past to become citizens. 

“There is one condition in which citizenship can be 
revoked, and that is when it was acquired based on 
fraud, misinformation, and not representing clearly 
who one was,” Trudeau said. 

“And that is at the core of this case I’m sure, as 
many other cases that are similar. And that’s why we 
take the question of citizenship very, very seriously. 

“Canadians are rightly proud, not just of our citizen- 
ship but of the values that are articulated by that cit- 
izenship, and we have to make sure that we’re doing 
everything to defend the principles and values that it 
mean to be Canadian.” 

The government said it wants the Supreme Court’s 
“direction and guidance” on issues around the depth 
of Oberlander’s involvement in the death squad, his 
level of complicity in its murders, and the threats that 
the Nazis might have made against him to make him 
comply. 

This is after the Federal Court of Appeal ruled in 
February that the federal cabinet, in revoking his 
citizenship in 2012, failed to properly consider “the 
extent to which (Oberlander) made a significant and 
knowing contribution” to the death squad. That ruling 
restored Oberlander’s citizenship. 

“The government believes the Federal Court of Ap- 
peal’s decision raises a number of issues of public 
importance, in particular, the test for duress and the 
proper framework in which duress and complicity are 
assessed,” said Andrew Gowing, spokesperson for the 
Department of Justice. 

Jewish groups who are clamouring for Oberlander’s 
deportation applaud the government for not aban- 
doning the Oberlander prosecution despite a string of 
legal defeats. 

“In taking this latest action, the current government 
merits full credit for demonstrating resolve and de- 
termination in its pursuit of justice for Holocaust vic- 
tims,” said Shimon Koffler Fogel, chief executive of 


MPs rally to Savchenko’s defence 


(UkrNews)—Members of Parliament on both sides 
of the House of Commons have rallied to the defence 
of kidnapped Ukrainian air force pilot Nadia Sav- 
chenko, who has been sentenced to 22 years by a Rus- 
sian court on trumped-up charges. 

April 19, Etobicoke Centre Liberal MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj delivered a statement on the floor of 

Canada’s House of Commons calling on the Russian 
government to release and return Savchenko to her na- 
tive Ukraine. 

“Mr. Speaker, Nadia Savchenko, Ukraine’s first fe- 
male fighter pilot, was captured and kidnapped out of 
Ukraine during Russia’s military invasion,” he stated. 

“In 2014, Savchenko was among the protestors in 
Maidan, who stood-up to the corrupt rule of Viktor 

Yanukovych. As an officer of Ukraine’s armed forces, 
she defended the unity of her country against Russian 
mercenaries and proxies from the East. She 15 a duly 
elected Ukrainian Member of Parliament and a mem- 


ber of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 


Europe. 

“The attempt to break Ukraine’s spirit through the 
farce of a trial of Ukraine’s Joan of Are has in fact 
strengthened her resolve. As she stated at the conclu- 
sion of her show trial which sentenced her to 22 years: 
“Russia will return me to Ukraine. ..dead or alive,’ and 
declared a hunger strike. She is close to death, another 
in the long list of victims of Putin’s regime. 

7Г call on our Parliament to show our support for 
Nadia and demand of Putin that she be retumed to 
her beloved Ukraine. Надю, Слава Україні, Героям 
Слава, concluded Wrzesnewskyj. 

Wrzesnewskyj has frequently spoken out against 
Russian state-sponsored human rights abuses, includ- 


the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs. 

“Let us all speak as united voices ... and let the 
government know that there is no time limit or age 
consideration to bring the guilty to justice,” said 
Nate Leipciger, a Holocaust survivor and former co- 
president of a grassroots group of Holocaust survivors 
and descendants. 

Oberlander supporter Ernst Friedel said that by not 
abandoning its prosecution, the government is unjust- 
ly targeting a man who committed no war crime, and 
is wasting public money pursuing a case it has lost 
three times and can’t win. 

“It’s laughable,” said Friedel, a director with the 
German Canadian Congress, which opposes the gov- 
ernment’s bid to deport Oberlander. “He was only 
translating, so people could communicate.” 

Oberlander is an ethnic German who was born and 
raised in the former Soviet Union. After German in- 
vaders overran his village in 1941 in the Second World 
War, he served as a low-ranking, decorated interpreter 
with a mobile Nazi death squad that murdered an esti- 
mated 23,000 people, mostly Jews. 

A court found no evidence that Oberlander person- 
ally committed atrocities, but has ruled that he lied 
about being a death squad member when he immigrat- 
ed in 1954. Canada gave him citizenship in 1960 and } 
he retired as a successful Waterloo developer. 

Federal cabinets have failed three times since 2001 
to revoke Oberlander’s citizenship, defeated every 
time by Oberlander in court. 

The Supreme Court, which ruled on a different as- 
pect of the Oberlander case in 1997, may choose not 
to hear the government’s appeal of its latest defeat. 

If the top court declines to get involved, the gov- 
ernment could try for a fourth time to revoke Ober- 
lander’s citizenship, pending another legal challenge 
by Oberlander. Or the government could finally end a 
prosecution that it launched in 1995 but has failed to 
conclude. 

The government’s bid to put the case before the 
Supreme Court has surprised and disappointed Ober- 
lander and his family, said his lawyer, Ron Poulton. 
“Tt’s a bit peculiar,” he said. “I am a bit surprised.” 

He said Oberlander intends to keep defending him- 
self, pointing out that the government is asking the 
top court to overturn a unanimous ruling that awarded 
costs to Oberlander. 


ing recently on the anniversary of the murder of Rus- 
sian physicist, statesman and opposition politician 
Boris Nemtsov. 

Four days earlier, James Bezan, Conservative Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman and 
Official Opposition Critic for National Defence issued 
the following statement: 

“Last month Ukrainian Member of Parliament and 
Air Force Pilot, Ist Lt. Nadiya Savchenko was sen- 
tenced to 22 years in Russian prison in a politically 
motivated show-trial. 

“Lt. Savchenko was democratically elected to the 
Rada, Ukraine’s Parliament. As she remains in Rus- 
sian captivity her seat in the Rada remains vacant. 

“She was accused of complicity in the murder of 
two Russian journalists; however Lt. Savchenko was 
captured before the alleged incident ever occurred. 


Kylv Security Forum 


(UkrNews)—Member of Parlia- 
ment for Selkirk-Interlake-East- 
man and Official Opposition Na- 
tional Defence Critic, James Bez- 
an, participated in the ninth annual 
Kyiv Security Forum held on April 
14 and 15, 2016. 

The Kyiv Security Forum has 
become the region’s foremost plat- 
form for representatives of region- 
al and global organizations along 
with government and independent 
experts to debate and discuss solu- 
tions to both soft and hard Euro- 
pean security issues. 

MP Bezan spoke on a panel titled 
NATO Warsaw Summit: Let’s Dot 
the "17. He discussed the challen- 
ges facing NATO’s membership to 
move forward on increasing deter- 
rence and defence to offSet threats 
posed by Russia and ISIS during 
the Warsaw Summit in July 2016. 

MP Bezan said: “President Putin 
is provoked by weakness. NATO 
must strengthen its resolve and de- 
fence posture in order to hold Rus- 
sia accountable for its aggressions 
in Ukraine.” 

“Canada will never recognize 
any Ukrainian territory as anything 


James Bezan, MP, speaking at the 
ninth annual Kyiv Security Forum 


but Ukraine. Whether it takes five 
months or 50 years, Crimea and 
Donbas are, and will always be, 
Ukraine!” 

“Canada stands in solidarity with 
Ukraine, especially at this import- 
ant time when Ukrainians are fight- 
ing against Russian aggression, and 
defending Ukraine’s sovereignty, 
democracy, and European aspira- 
tions,” concludes MP Bezan. 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 


locations in 


Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 


Continental Inn 


Meest - Edmonton 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 


Servus Credit U 


nion 


(Capilano Branch) 
Servus Credit Union 


(Delton Branch) 


Proudly serving the U 
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“In protest of the humiliation, terror and injustice 
being perpetrated by Russia on herself and her coun- 
try, Lt. Savchenko started a hunger strike. She made a 
conscience decision that she would rather die than live 
in Russia’s captivity. | 

“Reports are now noting that Nadiya’s health has | | 
taken a critical turn for the worse. She could have as | | 
few as 4 ог 5 days left to live. She is in dire need of 
medical attention. 

“The illegal capture and detention by Russian 
forces has been criticized by leaders around the world. 
Meanwhile, the Liberal Government in Canada wants 
to reengage and open dialogue with Russia. I am call- 
ing on Prime Minister Trudeau to pick up the phone, 
call President Putin and demand that Nadiya Sav- 
chenko be released and provided the medical attention 
she desperately needs.~ 
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Лінкявічус закликає 
європейських дипломатів 
підтримати санкції щодо 

фігурантів «списку Савченко» 


(Радіо Свобода) Міністр закордонних справ Литви 
Лінкявічус закликав колег-дипломатів взяти приклал з його країни 
і підтримати заборону на в'їзд і арешт майна особам, пов'язаним 
із засудженням у Росії громадянки України Налії Савченко. Про пе 
він заявив перед засіданням Ради міністрів закорлонних справ ЄС у 
Люксембурзі, 1% квітня. 

«Наша поведінка також луже важлива для впливу на долю Налії 
Савченко, стан здоров'я якої останнім часом швидко погіршується 
Схоже на те, що наші заяви, заклики та вимоги нічого не змінюють 
Таж слід робити дещо більше», - каже дипломат 

Голова литовської дипломатичної служби закликає вжити захолів 
щодо людей, які, як він висловився, «взяли участь у цьому фальши- 
вому суді». «Так, як ми зробили пе на нашональному рівні, створив- 
ши, так би мовити, нашональний «чорний список» із 46 осіб. Я за- 
кликаю колег також подумати про схожі заходи», - сказав дипломат 

Лінкявічус додає, шо представники Росії «розмовляють тільки за- 
ради розмов» і водночас продовжують свою діяльність 

«Вони використовують дипломатичні контакти лише як «димову 
завісу» для своїх дій, без будь-яких змін у поведіниі», - заявляє ди- 
пломат 

Напередодні Литва заборонила в'їзд на свою територію особам, 
пов'язаним 13 засудженням у Росії громалянки України Налії Сав- 
чеийко, Також нев'їзними ло Литви оголошені особи, пов'язані 13 за- 
судженням громалян України Олега Сенпова i Олександра Кольчен- 


Лінас 


ка, 

У  санкційний о «список  Савченко-Сенпова», сформований 
Україною, потрапили 84 особи, які причетні до порушення прав де- 
путата Верховної Рали України Налії Савченко, українського режи- 
сера Олега Сенцова i кримського активіста Олександра Кольченка. 
Цей список 30 березня оприлюлимили на сайті презилента України 

Зокрема, у списку є голова Слідчого комітету Росії Александр 
Бастрикій, голова Федеральної служби безпеки Росії Алєксандр 
Бортнтков, судля Донецького міського суду Росії Євгенія Черниш, 
лідер угруповання «ЛИР» Ігор Плотницький, підконтрольний Росії 
прокурор Криму Наталія Поклонська 

Усіюго # списку К2 громаляни Росії та двоє громадян України. 


Продається Будинок в Україні 
разом із земельою ділянкою. 


Плоша будинку 240 ки.м, Площа земелної ділянки 42 сотих 
Льпипська область місто Перемишляни, Вул.о.Ковча 13, 
індекс 81200, 
тел. "330 (68) 512 12 77, п.Г алина Ціна договірна! 

Ja дальшою інформацією, пишіть до Юрія: y.volbyn@ukr.net 
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Ted Woloshyn 
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«Міністр офшорних фінансів» - як 
Данилюка вивели на чисту воду 


(Радіо Свобода) -В уряді Володимира Гройс- 
мана перший скандал. Новопризначений міністр 
фінансів Олександр Данилюк виявився одно- 
керівником відразу декількох офшорних 
компаній із Кіпру та Кайманових островів. Це 
виявили розслідувачі телепрограми «Й хеми», вру- 
чивши міністру докази на першому засіданні уря- 


часно 


лу Насту пного дня міністр пу блічно визнав свою 
причетність до трьох офшорних фірм та виба- 
чився перед СУСПІЛЬСТВОМ, щоправла запевнивши, 
шо сумішення було су то технічне, а бізнесом BIH 
не займається з 2010 року. 
«У мене немає офшорів!» 
урядової ложі 
наступного дня 


впевнено заявив з 
парламенту Олександр Данилюк 
після призначення міністром 
фінансів. Журналісти-розслідувачі засумнівались 
Данилюк - людина з бізнесу, до приходу до влали 
він працював на низку міжнародних інвестиційних 
компаній, довгий час жив у Лондоні. 

Декілька годин у реєстрах 1 ось вони! 
кіпрські компанії, де Данилюк 13 2007 року i 
донині безперервно та офіційно значиться ди- 
ректором. Сумішення саме керівництва (а не 
володіння) комерційними фірмами з держслужбою 
забороняється законом. 

Перше засідання уряду під голосуванням Во- 
тодимира Гройсмана. У Кабміні - аншлаг. Де- 
сятки камер направлені на оновлене керівництво 
держави. Та розслідувачі програми «Схеми», 
спільного проекту Радіо Свобода та телеканалу 
«СОА:Перший», тут з окремим завданням - для сю- 
жету потрібен коментар міністра Данилюка, його 
пояснення: чому він займається сумісництвом 

Через прес-службу журналістка | передає 
своє прохання про інтерв'ю - разом із пакетом 
документів. Це - офіційні витяги з реєстру Кіпру 
на дві компанії - Rurik Real Estate Investment Ltd 
ra Hogsmill Investment Ltd - у них український 
міністр фінансів фігурує як директор ше з 2007 
року і донині. 

Керувати бізнесом та перебувати на державних 
посадах заборонено законом. У владу Олександр 
Данилюк прийшов ше в 2010 році, коли очолив 
Координаційний центр з економічних реформ при 
Вікторові Януковичу. Згодом його запросив на ро- 
боту 1 Порошенко: спершу своїм представником у 
Кабміні Яценюка, а згодом і заступником голови 
Адміністрації президента. Весь цей час Данилюк, 
виявляється, паралельно був директором декількох 
іноземних фірм - британських, та «нововиявле- 
них» кіпрських офшорів 

Зрозумівши, що у журналістів є підтверджені до- 
кументами докази його сумісництва, міністр в смс- 
повідомленні попросив паузу до вечора 
покликати на коментар, але так цього і не зробив 

Міністр пішов на випередження. Зранку наступ- 
ного дня на своїй сторінці у соцмережі Фейсбук 
Олександр Данилюк визнав, що фігурує в офшо- 
рах - та вибачився перел суспільством 

Міністр навіть зізнався, що у третій офшорній 
BIH Також 1 ДОСІ JIH- 


Пообіцяв 


фірмі - з Кайманових островів 
ректор. Хоча із виписки, яку журналісти придбали 
офіійно на цю фірму, цього не видно. Кайманські 
офшори надто пильно ховають довірені їм таємниці 
Фірма слугує «глухим кутом» двох кіипрських - їхнім 
номінальним засновником 

Очільник Мінфіну пояснив таку забудькуватість 
які мали BHBCCTH 


гим, що довірився партисрам, 


його з керівного складу цих структур ше в 2010 рекомендації, як мені міняти декларацію 


році. Данилюк пообіцяв розібратись та «виправи- 


ти іскларацію про свої дохоли та майновий стан 


Лише після цього міністр нарешті погодився 
прокоментувати «Схемам» свої «офшорні хвости», 
Розмова відбулась увечері 21 квітня у Міністерстві 
фінансів у будівлі Кабміну. Олександр Данилюк 
попередив, що дуже поспішає, 

- Яка ваша основна 
вати кіпрськими 
міністерством? 


чІЯЛЬНІСТЬ це 
компаніями чи 


керу - 
керувати 


Я працюю на держслужбі, зараз на політичній 
посаді. Я - міністр фінансів України, Я займаюсь 
виключно цим, Я останнім часом працював, після 
2010 року, на державу. I це для моєї сім'ї певна 
складність, після моєї досить успішної кар'єри в 
приватному бізнесі 

У парламенті Ви 
ніякого відношення 


заявили, що не маєте 
ло офшорів, а після цього 
журналістка «Схем» віддає вам документи, цечор- 
ним по білому написано, що ви досі є директором 
у кіпрських компаніях. Як так вийшло? 
По-перше, до мене не підходили, мені перела- 
ти документи під час уряду, на якому я відповідав 
на чимало запитань, просто не було часу навіть 
ознайомитися. і | 
Як так вийшло, що Ви 
шержслужбі, але досі ¢ 
компаній? 


вже 5 
керівником 


років на 
китреьких 


У 2010 році я переїхав сюди. Для мене це було 
непросте рішення, але я вирішив це зробити, Тому, 
що я на «держслужбі» можу себе більше реалізувати 
Я приїхав сюди, там я оформив якісь папери, Усе. З 
тих пір я практично ..., хоча я приїжлжав до Британії, 
повірте, у мене було більше бажання побачити свою 
гружину, яка вчилася там, розумієте, чим займатися 
цими питаннями У мене був дуже обме- 
жений час, всі люди мене, сподіваюся, зрозуміють 
Найголовніше - я ще не приділяв цьому неликої ува 
ги, зізнаюся Коли ти працюєш в компанії - це 
твій бізнес, Коли ти сюди пішов, тобі здається, що це 
зовсім інший світ 

Ви знаєте, що це суперечить закону «Про 
протидію корупції»? Алже формально ви є дирек- 
тором приватної компанії, 

Я хоч якусь копійку отриман під них? 

Я не знаю, Це Ви повинні сказати і задекларутати 

Я не отримував 13 2010 року, навіть не з 2010 
року, а взагалі, Як директор цих компаній я гро 
не отримував, Це просто структура упрапління. Це 
ж не робота. Це ж не employment, Ви ж не плу 
гайте ці речі, Я не працюю там, я зарплату не от 
римував там. Конфлікту тнтересів немає, | коли ви 
будете нарізати репортаж, не виріжте це, тому що 
це - суть. 

Чим займалися ці кіпреські компанії"? 

Чесно, я навіть зараз вже не можу згадати 
Якась з них, насправлі пе —holding structure. Тоб 
го через них йшла інвестиція якась, Все, це стан 
дартний інструмент. Американш прашоють через 
одну юрисдикшю, британш - через іншу, Це те, 
як працюють фактично багато стандартних схем 
фондів. Адже я ж керував фондом. Де-факто пе 
був фонд. Що компаній 
Насправді, ші дві кіпрські компанії були створені 


стосується китреьких 


якраз, щоб зробити інвестиції в Україні 


як стало відомо, шо Ви є 


Після того тирек 


гором двох кіпреьких компаній, Ви написали, шо 
вносите зміни в декларацію. Які зміни Ви янесли? 
Зараз я в прошпесі 


пим, | вони мені будуть 


зумайшов юристи, AKI мені 
з0помагають, 14 ї1амати 


За WEIN 


ким рахунком, ось ви мені сказали, що пе пору 


CHHA шакону 


Акція української діаспори в Конгресі США 


і С чммерики |-Кілька ромал ar у Криму переслідують переслідують 
"WTA " 
nf українців у США проволять ка проукраїнських активістів-україншв. Ми не мо 
монгресмс 3 ce г [ 1) - им иритися говорить пі тайийця 
Yen Me KTHBIC MBC и - кримськи f США 5 з Бакка 
и амс ; ськ» зо 3B сі кг Ми т му що віримо, шо боретьба україншя 
Р 
крем сми з» ськ з a8 сирійше atau Якщо Одні 
злися жюлста ю i 2 і суться й інші муться, якшо оди! 
4 ча 
я» - - Ж c кра i і і і vin 1 ї и! 
Як гр cy срик с С c аг , і р 
країнсьь , cc ; - йсько-американської ралі 40 Болтс 
нка пря киі і з Mi за си. я ни американсько 
ап. ' ссменамі KTHBIC ; ви у і чені» 4 
к . и с и яс з би 5 71 HCA K, Ak 
- 4 кримськ cbt з я кал - я KT 
сних ara « п ce ї ази кра и; Д иер 
г : ana AD ї 21 ay у КОЖ 
о Г г, итанйння 
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Nuland re-iterates Minsk 


sanctions conditions 
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But says U.S. remains committed to sanctions 


By Eugen Tomiuc 

(RFE/RL)—The United States 
is not setting a precise deadline for 
Kyiv to hold disputed elections in 
war-wracked eastern Ukraine, a 
senior U.S. official on European 
affairs says. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Victoria Nuland made the remark 
in the Ukrainian capital on April 
27 at the end of a visit during 
which she met with President Petro 
Poroshenko, new Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Hroysman, and For- 
eign Minister Pavlo Klimkin. 

Nuland’s statement came after 
Ukrainian lawmaker Viktoria Voy- 
tsitska, a member of the reformist 
Samopomich (Self-Help) party, 
told reporters after meeting Nuland 
on April 25 that the U.S. diplomat 
was setting a July deadline for the 
elections as a precondition for ex- 
tending sanctions imposed on Rus- 
sia for its alleged involvement in 
the war. 

“We have put no date on when 
elections need to happen, we’ve 
made absolutely clear that [the] 
Minsk [deal] requires that there be 
sufficient security and [Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Eur- 
ope, OSCE] access and the ability of 
candidates to ballot and the ability of 
citizens to hear from candidates be- 
fore you can have an election,” Nu- 
land told a press conference. 

The Minsk agreements, known 
as Minsk II, were brokered in Feb- 
ruary 2015 by France and Germany 
and were signed by Ukraine, Rus- 
sia, the separatists, and the OSCE. 

The accords established a cease- 
fire and called for elections and 
other measures to end the conflict. 

More than 9,100 people have 
been killed in the fighting in 
Ukraine’s eastern and southern 
regions and around 21,000 others 
wounded since the conflict be- 
tween the Ukrainian government 


and Russia-backed separatists 
broke out in 2014. 
Holding elections in eastern 


Ukraine is seen by Kyiv’s German 
and French partners as a way to end 
one of Europe’s bloodiest conflicts 
since the 1990s Balkans wars. 

Last month, French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Mare Ayrault said 
Ukraine should hold local polls in 
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U.S. Assistant Secretary of State ror European and Eurasian Affairs Victoria 
Nuland speaks to the media during a press conference in Kyiv on April 27. 


rebel-held regions by the end of 
June. 

But the pro-Western government 
in Kyiv views such a time frame as 
unfeasible because of both the con- 
tinuing violence and the separatist 
leadership’s refusal to hold the vote 
under Ukrainian laws that require 
foreign monitoring of the polls. 

Nuland on April 27 reiterated that 
U.S. President Barack Obama _ is 
committed to fully implementing the 
Minsk accords and that there is uni- 
fied commitment from U.S. allies to 
keep sanctions in place against Rus- 
sia until Moscow meets its obliga- 
tions under the Minsk accords. 

“We reaffirmed for President 
Poroshenko and Foreign Minister 
Klimkin President Obama’s un- 
wavering commitment to see the 
Minsk agreements fully imple- 
mented, restoring full Ukrainian 
sovereignty over the Donbas,” Nu- 
land said. 

Fighting in the east has dimin- 
ished under the fragile cease-fire 
that is part of the Minsk deal, but 
the separatists still control parts of 
the Luhansk and Donetsk regions 
and other aspects of the accord 
seem far from implementation. 

Nuland also said punitive meas- 
ures will only be dropped once 
Ukraine regains full territorial in- 
tegrity, including Crimea, which 

Russia occupied and then annexed 
in March 2014. 

“And, of course, we remain com- 
mitted to retain sanctions that apply 
to the situation in Crimea until Cri- 
mea is returned to Ukraine,” she said. 

But Nuland added that financial 


aid from Washington was tied to 
Kyiv’s ability to combat corruption 
and implement austerity measures 
outlined in an International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) rescue package, 
rather than its progress toward 
fulfilling the points outlined in the 
Minsk deal. 

“U.S. financial assistance to 
Ukraine and technical assistance to 
Ukraine is tied to Ukraine’s stay- 
ing оп the reform course, tied to 
its staying inside the IMF program, 
pursuing judicial reform, anticor- 
ruption reform, energy reform — 
not [tied] to Minsk [accords].” 

However, Nuland, who was in 
Kyiv for the first time since pro- 
European parliament speaker 
Volodymyr Hroysman was con- 
firmed as prime minister earlier 
this month, said she was returning 
to Washington “optimistic that re- 
form is back on track in Ukraine.” 

The IMF has said Kyiv must 
tackle corruption and enact eco- 
nomic reforms in order to receive 
a desperately needed $17.5 billion 
bailout package. 

At the end of her news confer- 
ence, Nuland also indicated that the 
U.S. secretary of state could visit 
Ukraine in the coming months. 

“U.S. State Secretary John 
Kerry is very eager to come back 
to Ukraine. He hasn’t been here in 
about a year. He bothers me every 
time I come — why am I coming 
and he is not coming? And I remind 
him that he is working on 400 other 
problems. But he very much wants 
to come this spring,” Nuland con- 
cluded. 


Why doesn’t U.S. provide 
Ukraine with lethal weapons? 


(Ukraine Today)—The United 
States does not provide Ukraine 
with lethal weapons in order not to 
provoke a further escalation of hos- 
tilities in the Donbas region, says 
U.S. permanent representative to the 
United Nations Samantha Power. 

“The White House believes that 
a military solution to the conflict 
would be a disaster for all ... If we 
double down on that and give lethal 
weapons to Ukraine, we will make 
Ukrainians suffer even more. That 
will hurt much more people,” said 
the diplomat in an interview with 
Voice of America, April 17.. 

Washington believes that eco- 


nomic sanctions and diplomatic 
pressure on the Kremlin together 
with successful implementation of 
reforms in Ukraine will be more ef- 
fective than heating up the fighting 
in eastern Ukraine. 

“We provided a lot of non-lethal 
weapons (to Ukraine), including 
nearly around three billion dollars 
in loans and other forms of finan- 
cial assistance. We are investing in 
reforming the judicial system and 
anti-corruption efforts. Time is go- 
ing to show that such a policy and 
the isolation of Russia will lead to 
the expected results”, said Power. 

Earlier, Power stressed that Cri- 


mea is part of independent Ukraine. 
She said that the Kremlin-backed 
occupying authorities in the Crimea 
seriously violate human rights of re- 
ligious minorities and ethnic groups. 

In April, Vice President Joe 
Biden and President Barack Obama 
confirmed their readiness to pro- 
vide Ukraine with third tranche of 
$1 billion. In addition, the pres- 
idents discussed the development 
of strategic partnership between 
Ukraine and the USA. 

Washington also announced it 
will allocate of $335 million to 
reform Ukraine’s security and de- 
fence sector. 


Savik Shuster 


Shuster starts hunger 
strike against work ban 


By Oleg Sukhov, Kyiv POst 

Ukraine’s State Employment Service has annulled the work permit of 
television journalist Savik Shuster, who has Canadian citizenship, Pavlo 
Yelizarov, Shuster’s business partner, told journalists on April 26. 

Shuster and Yelizarov said they would hold a hunger strike until Shus- 
ter gets back his permit. 

The service reversed its decision to issue a permit to Shuster, which 
was made earlier this month. 

The State Employment Service’s Kyiv branch said in a statement that 
the permit had been annulled because Shuster had failed to inform the 
agency about a criminal case opened by the State Fiscal Service against 
him. 

Shuster said he would keep working without a permit. 

“This government doesn’t tolerate any criticism,” he added. “They’re 
fighting with a mirror. Even if they break our mirror, others will emerge.” 

He said he believed the authorities would “crack down on all journal- 
ists who are trying to tell the truth” and added that he had faced the same 
problem in Russia. 

“(President) Petro Poroshenko will become a dictator if society allows 
him to (crack down on the media),” Shuster said. “The country is plun- 
ging into authoritarianism again.” 

Shuster said that he “used to believe him but (Poroshenko) has turned 
out not to be a European man.” 

“He has a Stalinist worldview combined with offshore companies,” he 
added. 

Commenting on the report, Poroshenko wrote on Facebook that “free 
speech is one of Ukraine’s biggest achievements after the Revolution of 
Dignity and is the cornerstone of democracy.” 

“As the guarantor of the Constitution, I have protected and will protect 
free speech in any of its manifestations,” he said. “That’s why I hope 
that the relevant agencies will resolve the incident with journalist Savik 
Shuster as soon as possible.” 

Shuster has repeatedly accused the Presidential Administration and 
State Fiscal Service Chief Roman Nasirov, an ally of Poroshenko, of 
pressuring him due to his criticism of the authorities. 

“In 2004 Savik Shuster’s show оп the МТУ channel in Russia was 
banned by (President Vladimir) Putin, who was only starting to estab- 
lish total censorship in the country at that time,” Yegor Firsoy, an ex- 
lawmaker from the Poroshenko Bloc, wrote on Facebook. “In what way 
is Poroshenko better than Putin, who also banned Savik’s shows and ex- 
pelled him from the country? We also effectively have censorship now.” 

(Shuster’s show) “is not involved in anti-state propaganda, but some 
politicians don’t like it,” Yury Butusov, chief editor of the censor.net 
news site and presenter of a show on Shuster’s 3S TV channel, wrote on 
Facebook. “It is undoubtedly a political decision approved by President 
Petro Poroshenko. Poroshenko hopes that Shuster will try to reach some 
agreement to avoid losing his business.” 

Butusov argued that it was a direct attack on free speech. 

A week айег Nasirov was grilled over corruption accusations on the 

Shuster Live show in September, the State Fiscal Service launched an 
inspection against the Shuster Live studio. 
Nasirov’s critics have published documents showing that he has un- 
declared apartments in London and accused him of reviving the corrupt 
schemes of ex-President Viktor Yanukovych’s allies. He denies the ac- 
cusations. 

The State Fiscal Service has been inspecting the Shuster Live Studio 
since September and opened a tax evasion investigation against it. The 
corruption accusations against Мазігоу were also discussed on the Shus- 
ter Live show on April 22. 

Shuster has.denied the tax agency’s accusations and said the inspec- 
tions were being carried out with numerous procedural violations. 

Earlier this month the Verkhovna Rada’s free speech committee recog- 
nized the State Fiscal Service’s inspections as illegal pressure on Shuster. 

In December Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, ex-head of the Security Service 
of Ukraine, said that the country’s intelligence agencies had received an 
order to look for compromising materials on Shuster anywhere in the 
world. 

Shuster also said in October that he believed cable television provider 
Volya’s decision to remove his show from a cheap package was a result 
of pressure by the authorities. З 

In September television channel 1+1 took the Shuster Live show off 
the air minutes before it was supposed to be broadcast, explaining that 
it did not want to escalate the political crisis. Shuster said then that the 
decision had been made due to an agreement between Thor Kolomoisky, 
the channel’s owner, and the Presidential Administration. 

Since then, the show has not been broadcast on any major television 
channel. Shuster had to switch to his own channel, 3S TV. 
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West abandons Crimea 


When Canadian foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion the extension 
of Canadian sanctions against Russian individuals on March 18, one quote 
added to the media release announcing this move caught our attention. 

“Today’s steps support wider international efforts to seek a diplomatic 
resolution to the crisis in Ukraine. By engaging with Russia on the one 
hand and demonstrating our firm resolve on sanctions on the other, we 
strengthen our collective ability to hold them to account. I have instructed 
Global Affairs Canada to update engagement policies accordingly. As 
agreed by G7 leaders, Canada believes sanctions should not be lifted until 
Russia fully implements its commitments under the Minsk agreements.” 

The Minsk agreements do not cover Crimea. So we emailed a question 
to Dion’s staff asking: “Does this statement mean Canada would be 
willing to lift its sanctions against Russia should Russia suddenly decide 
to adhere to the Minsk agreements, but still occupy Crimea?” 

The reply we got sidestepped this question, saying “we will continue to 
stand strongly with our NATO allies. But doing so is entirely consistent 
with re-establishing diplomatic discussions with Russia, just as our allies 

do.” 

So we reiterated our question” “would sanctions be lifted in the 
hypothetical case Russia ‘fully implements its commitments under the 
Minsk agreements,’ but still occupies Crimea?” 

The answer we received was: “We don’t comment on hypotheticals; we 
stand for Ukraine’s territorial sovereignty, always.” 

So in other words — the government refuses to deny such a possibility. 
And why would they? Canada is merely following the lead of our much 
stronger G7 allies. It is worthwhile to note that, at an April 24 press 
conference in Hannover, both US President Barack Obama and German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel echoed Dion’s very words and stated “sanctions 
on Russia can and should only be lifted once Russia fully complies with its 
commitments under the Minsk agreement.” This point was re-iterated by 
USS. Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland in Kyiv on April 27. She 
qualified this by stating: “We remain committed to retain sanctions that 
apply to the situation in Crimea until Crimea is returned to Ukraine.” Here 
we have another slippery slide down the slope of semantics. What does 
“that apply” mean? Conceivably it could mean any sanctions imposed 
after April 4, 2014, when the Donbas conflict began. 

To date Russia has not complied with the Minsk agreement and is 
unlikely to do so. But the Minsk agreement also holds some serious 
pitfalls for Ukraine — particularly the section about establishing special 
status for the rump part of Donbas that is currently under Russian terrorist 
control. So, we must be thankful that Russia is not complying with the 

Minsk agreement. But the hypothetical possibility remains. 

We should also point out that Russia’s invasion and annexation of 
Crimea violated Ukraine’s sovereignty as guaranteed by the Budapest 
Memorandum by which Ukraine gave up its nuclear arsenal for some 
vague guarantees that proved to be absolutely useless. 

- So what we are actually witnessing is a subtle — but very clear — shift 

in position by the G7 countries. If they are willing to lift either all, or 

most, sanctions against Russia once Moscow complies with the Minsk 
agreements, then there will no longer be any serious consequences for the 
illegal annexation of Crimea and the violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

And if there are no serious consequences, then they are effectively 

handing Crimea over to Russia. 

Thus, all the loud denunciations of Russia illegal annexation and self- 
righteous proclamations of support for Ukraine’s sovereignty have become 
as useless, farcical and hypocritical — as the Budapest Memorandum. 
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‘Responsible conviction’ should not 
mean rapprochement with Russia 


By Oksana Bashuk-Hepburn, 
The Hill Times, April 13, 2016 

Last month, Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion 
outlined the main thrust of Canada’s foreign policy. 
The emphasis is on fighting climate change, United 
Nations peacekeeping, post-conflict reconstruction ef- 
forts, women and refugees. 

It’s also on re-engagement — solving political dif- 
ferences by talking them through — a Canadian way 
that works in some cases, but not in others. 

In a destabilized world where dictators sow terror 
at home and abroad, reaching out is not enough. In 
this context Dion’s intent to re-engage with autocrats 
whom Canada has been shunning for disrupting global 
peace and security sounds hokey. Similarly, his focus 
on post-conflict reconstruction and refugees are the 
after-the-fact response to horrific acts, rather than a 
strategy to stop rogue leaders. 

True, thanks to punishing sanctions, some dictator- 
ships, like Iran, are moving forward and this warrants 
re-engagement. But not all. 

President Vladimir Putin’s Russia has blood and 
destruction on its hands. Under his regime, dozens of 


journalists and political activists have been murdered. 


His government has waged war in Ukraine and Geor- 
gia and obliterated Chechnya. It suppresses free press 
and opposition, propagandizes on RT, and assists auto- 
crats in countries like North Korea and Syria. Russia 
destabilizes Europe and the Middle East. There is no 
contrition or letting up. 

Rapprochement with Putin can’t possibly be a Can- 
adian value or bring positive results even if it’s done 
with “responsible conviction.” Without a willingness 
to change by Russia, talk and re-engagement — corner- 
stones of Dion’s policy — become shameful capitula- 
tions to Canada’s pro-Putin interests and their business- 
at-any-cost greed. When it comes to Russia, the minis- 
ter’s guiding principle for Canada to be “a fair-minded 
and determined peace builder” is misguided. 

Regrettably, Canada’s policy of engagement with 
Russia reads like the peace-at-any-price offer by Меу- 
ille Chamberlain to Hitler. Ultimately, the appease- 
ment led to the Second World War. 

Re-engagement must not be one-sided. Russia must 
pay a price for the grief and destruction it has sowed. To 
have better relations with Canada, Putin’s Russia must 
adhere to international law and agreements it has signed. 


Dion argues that non-engagement with Russia did 
not help Ukraine or Canada in the Arctic. This is par- 
tially true. It would be beneficial to re-engage if Rus- 
sia were a trustworthy neighbour. It is not. Canada’s 
engagement was limited because Russia invaded 
neighbouring Ukraine, destroying life and property, 
demanding peace then breaking it in order to pursue 
its imperialistic objectives. 

Meanwhile in the Arctic, it’s flexing its muscles with 
some 30,000 personnel manoeuvres and building a fleet 
of 14 icebreakers. Is it preparing for more than just talk? 

It’s hard for me not to grimace at Dion’s assurances 

that Canada will have its “eyes open” in re-establish- 
ing communications with Russia. The words conjure 
an image of a wide-eyed kitten discussing jurisdiction 
over the Arctic with a crazed bear. 
; Of course, Russia is happy to re-engage providing 
it’s not at ifs own cost — even better if the talk ends 
punishing sanctions or at least halts any increases. 
The best scenario for Russia is engagement that al- 
lows it to pursue its own goals, as it did in Syria. 

Russia commented on Dion’s foreign policy. It 
blamed Canada for its “self isolation” without taking 
any responsibility for the chaos that prompted it, and 
offered a threat rather than a thank-you for Dion’s ef- 
forts: “unfriendly steps...will be met with resolve and 
reciprocity.” 

Since the Liberals were last in power, the world has 
destabilized significantly, much of it due to Russia’s 
belligerence. Yet some high-profile Canadians with 
business interests in Russia or a desire to have them 
have urged Canada to re-engage. Such advice is self- 
serving, indeed dangerous to Canada, yet it has be- 
come Dion’s policy. It is already being acted out. 

Global A ffairs Canada is engaged in a trade mission 
to Ukraine in concert with the Canada Eurasia Russia 
Business Association, a pro-Putin entity. It surprises 
me that Dion sanctioned a mission comprising pro- 
Russia interests to explore Ukraine’s sensitive aero- 
space sector. Did his staffers forget Russia is waging 
war against Ukraine? 

Meanwhile, the Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Com- 
merce, which together with the Conference Board of 
Canada is managing a multi-million-dollar project to 
promote Canada’s investment in Ukraine, is not in- 
volved in the mission. 

Dion’s foreign policy needs rethinking. 


Ukraine’s new cabinet may surprise us 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—How should we evalu- 
ate Ukraine’s just-completed process of forming a 
new coalition and cabinet? 

For starters, coalitions and cabinets are routinely 
changed in democracies. Devious presidents, devious 
prime ministers, and devious parliamentarians are also 
business as usual. So, too, are horse trading, smoke- 
filled rooms, shady deals, opportunistic bargains, and 
outrageous demands. Although these things usually 
dismay and demoralize non-politicians like most of 
us, their presence actually signifies that a democratic 
process is taking place. 

That said Ukraine isn’t a run-of-the-mill democ- 
racy. It’s a transitional democracy mired in economic 
crisis and war. While other elites can squabble to their 
hearts’ content, those in Ukraine have a political and 
moral obligation to set aside personal ambitions and 
animosities and, in the national interest, find effective 
solutions quickly. When time is of the essence, one 
can’t waste two months, as the Ukrainians just did, 
trying to come up with a new coalition and cabinet. 
That’s criminal. 

Blame President Petro Poroshenko for trying to ex- 
ercise excessive control over the government. True, 
the conflict between president and prime minister is 
built into Ukraine’s parliamentary-presidential system, 
but a wise leader would not have provoked a crisis he 
could not immediately resolve. Blame former Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatseniuk for pathetically cling- 
ing to office even when he and everyone else knew 
he was doomed. And blame opposition leaders Yulia 
Tymoshenko and the preposterous demagogue, Oleh 
Lyashko, for stoking the flames and Andrii Sadovy for 
refusing to help put them out. 

In sum, all of Ukraine’s political elites failed to act 
responsibly. 

Unsurprisingly, a recent poll shows that Ukraine’s 
president, cabinet, and parliament have abysmally 
low ratings. Only 17 percent of Ukrainians support 
or “tend” to support Poroshenko, while 75 percent do 
not. The cabinet gets the following ratings: 7 percent 
for and 89 percent against. The Rada’s numbers are: 5 
percent for and 88 percent against. 


The new cabinet with Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Hroysman can’t do worse. 

Predictably, Ukraine’s chattering classes are already 
gleefully dooming the cabinet. But their expectations 
may be premature. The 38-year old Hroysman was an 
excellent mayor of Vinnytsia. He did well as speaker of 
the parliament for the last two years. The development 
and adoption of Ukraine’s ambitious decentralization 
plan was, in large part, to his credit. And, in conducting 
negotiations for the composition of the cabinet, he dem- 
onstrated that he had backbone and was not, as many 
charge, Poroshenko’s lap dog. Not bad for a young guy 
who could be my student. He may fail, of course, but 
then again he may not. In any case, the jury isn’t out. 
Indeed, it hasn’t been assembled. 

The other key appointment in the cabinet is the fi- 
nance minister, Oleksandr Danyliuk. The English- 
speaking Danyliuk has impressive credentials: he 
worked as senior consultant at McKinsey & Company 
in London, has an MBA from the University of Indi- 
ana, and helped initiate the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau. True, he also served in some advisory cap- 
acity in the Yanukovych government, but that neither 
disqualifies him nor suggests he’s incompetent. 

Not surprisingly, Hroysman’s and Danyliuk’s crit- 
ics are pretty much the same people who insist that 
“nothing has changed” in Ukraine. That’s nonsense, 
of course, as I’ve repeatedly pointed out. But, if true, 
then Ukraine’s nattering nabobs of negativism have 
no logical grounds for criticizing the new cabinet and 
making unflattering comparisons between Danyliuk 
and his predecessor, Natalia Jaresko. If “nothing has 
changed,” then Jaresko is to blame as much as anyone 
else. If Jaresko’s departure is unfortunate—and it is— 
then something may indeed have changed. 

Either way, the above-mentioned poll shows that 
only 14 percent of Ukrainians approve of Jaresko and 
64 percent do not. In contrast, the loudmouthed Rad- 
ical Party leader Lyashko received 23 percent for and 
69 percent against. Decide for yourself what these 
numbers say about polls as measures of reform. 

So, how will the Hroysman cabinet do? 

We’ll know it’s doing well if the nabobs insist 
months from now that “nothing has changed.” 
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Did the West provoke Putin? Apologists and facts 


By Mariana Budjeryn 

(World Affairs Journal)—Let’s not mince words: Ukraine 
and Russia are at war. This is no trifling regional skirmish: 
the Russo-Ukrainian war threatens global order as we know 
it. How did we get here? One surprisingly popular explana- 
tion is that the West is to blame: it humiliated Russia after 
the USSR’s demise, provoked Vladimir Putin with NATO 
expansion, and meddled in his neighborhood. Attempts to 
understand the Russian side are laudable, but facts get in the 
way of the blame game. 

In an utterly unpredictable course of events, Ukraine’s 
domestic struggles between pro-European masses and their 
corrupt regime spiraled into a conflict that bodes a new 
global standoff between Russia and the West. Indeed, those 
in the know assert that Ukraine is only a pawn in Kremlin’s 
bid to foil what it perceives as a Western plot to prevent Rus- 
sia from taking its history-ordained place as a great power in 
the international system. The West, initially dismissive and 
reluctant, is finally getting the idea that Putin is willing to 
expend blood and treasure, and violate every international 
norm, to achieve this goal. 

Putin’s propaganda has been vigorously spinning a паг- 
rative that justifies Russia’s assertiveness as a payback for 
West’s various transgressions. The story goes that the West 
had humiliated Russia when, weak and truncated, it was 
brought to its knees by the Soviet collapse. Echoing Putin’s 
narrative, John Mearsheimer, a distinguished international 
relations scholar, argues that the current crisis is exclusively 
the West’s fault: the West glibly broke its promise not to ex- 
pand NATO eastward, given in exchange for the Soviet ap- 
proval of German unification. It also antagonized Russia by 
funding democratic civil society initiatives in Russia’s back- 
yard, in Ukraine, Georgia, and, of course, in Russia itself. 

This narrative may represent Putin’s interpretation of his- 
tory but it does not mean it is correct or that it justifies his 
bellicosity and aggression. NATO indeed outlived the Cold 
War and grew while the Warsaw Pact disappeared. How- 
ever, history is more nuanced and, contrary to Putin’s and 
Mearsheimer’s allegations, there was no formal deal about 
NATO expansion. More importantly, this narrative оуег- 
looks the rigor with which the newly independent and demo- 
cratic former Warsaw Pact countries pursued NATO and EU 
membership, whatever the Bush-Gorbachev arrangements 
had been. This rigor is proportionate to the Russian coercion 
that would have been required to keep them neutral, to say 
nothing of aligning with Russia. That the Russians failed to 
design a model of development and a security arrangement 
that would be equally attractive and did not require arm- 
twisting to keep together is not the West’s fault. Turns out, 
democracy and rule of law is not the West’s property to ped- 
dle around the world, but a political model post-Communist 
societies chose to pursue when they were free to do so. 

Another now-forgotten fact is that the George H. W. Bush 
administration did not want to see the USSR disintegrate at 
all, hoping that Mikhail Gorbachev’s gradual reform would 
succeed. In a speech delivered to the Ukrainian Parliament 
in early August 1991, and later dubbed “Chicken Kiev,” 
President Bush sent a clear message to the republics seek- 
ing independent statehood: “Freedom is not the same as in- 
dependence... Americans will not support those who seek 

independence in order to replace a far-off tyranny with a lo- 
cal despotism.” The Bush administration’s fears of instability 
and violence that could ensue from the breakup were exacer- 
bated by the presence of nuclear arms in Ukraine, Belarus, 
and Kazakhstan: an unraveled Soviet Union would become 
a “Yugoslavia with nukes,” in the words. of then Secretary 


-of State James Baker. However, to those democratic forces 


in Ukraine and other Soviet republics, whose members had 
dedicated their lives to fighting the Evil Empire and for 
whom Soviet tyranny was anything but “far-off,” such US 
stance came as a bitter disappointment. 

When, in the wake of the August 19th coup, the USSR’s 
crumbling became irreversible, the US acted with extreme 
caution, withholding diplomatic recognition of the break- 
away republics till late December 1991, until after Gorba- 
chev resigned and the Soviet Union officially self-dissolved. 
Far from making quick inroads of influence into Russia’s 
former domains, the Bush and early Clinton administrations 
pursued the so-called “Russia-first” foreign policy, whereby 
Washington regarded the entire post-Soviet space through 
the prism of Russian interests, much to the chagrin of the 
other post-Soviet states. 

From 1994 onwards, NATO and Russia cooperated within 
the Partnership for Peace program and the NATO-Russia 
Council. In the decade that followed, the relations between 
the two became so normalized that it led one international 
relations scholar, who interviewed dozens of NATO and 
Russian officials, to conclude that the two former adver- 
saries were on the verge on forming a security community 
within which violence becomes hardly conceivable. Even if 
this argument might have been overly optimistic, the fact 
that it was as much as plausible discredits the claim that the 
West has been advancing its interests in Eastern Europe with 
no regard for Russia. 

Meanwhile, in 1991 Russian President Boris Yeltsin re- 
assured his neighbors that post-Soviet Russia “has chosen 
freedom and democracy and will never be an empire or a big 
or little brother. It will be equal among equals.” Not exactly, 
of course. Russia insisted on being the sole heir to Soviet 
Union’s vast nuclear arsenal and, with it, the UN Security 
Council seat, a position fully supported by the West. Ukraine 
alone challenged this settlement, claiming ownership of a 
portion of nuclear arms as a successor of the USSR on par 
with Russia. After all, Ukraine was a recognized legal succes- 
sor to all other Soviet treaties and assets, including conven- 
tional armed forces. Eventually, Ukraine had to submit under 
the stalwart US-Russian pressure to surrender its nuclear 
weapons in exchange for security assurances, which turned 
out to be worth less than the paper they were written on. 

The post-Soviet nuclear settlement that granted Russia 
monopoly on nuclear weapons in the former Soviet space, 
achieved with active Western support, more than anything 
else sealed Russia’s great power status. Incidentally, at the 
time Professor Mearsheimer built a strong case in favor of 
Ukraine’s nuclear deterrent on the pages of the very jour- 
nal in which he now justifies Putin’s aggression. In his 1993 
Foreign Affairs article, he criticized the Clinton administra- 
tion for forcing Ukraine to disarm, and claimed that a fu- 
ture Ukraine-Russia conflict was inevitable. “A war between 
Russia and Ukraine would be a disaster... The likely result 
of the war — Russia’s reconquest of Ukraine — would in- 
jure prospects of peace throughout Europe,” he argued. 
“Ukrainian nuclear weapons are the only reliable deterrent 
to Russian aggression.” According to this logic, the West’s 
zeal in helping Russia disarm Ukraine, not its infringement 
of Russia’s right to rule it, is to blame for the current crisis. 

Now, as then, Russia’s superpower status rests almost 
exclusively on its nuclear arsenal. It is not accidental that 
Russia’s rising assertiveness has been accompanied by the 
brandishing of its nuclear prowess. Russia has been testing 
cruise missiles in breach of the 1987 INF Treaty, simulating 
a nuclear attack on Warsaw, pompously inaugurating new 


nuclear submarines in Severodvinsk, and most recently an- 
nouncing major exercises involving 4,000 troops associated 
with Russia’s strategic arsenal. As Russian troops poured 
over the border with Ukraine in late August, Putin unabash- 
edly used the nuclear prop: “I want to remind you that Rus- 
sia is one of the most powerful nuclear nations,” he said. 
“This is a reality, not just words.” 

The reality is also that outside of its nuclear capability Rus- 
sia has little to show for its greatness. It is an oligarchic klep- 
tocracy, stricken by the resource curse, a tendency of states 
rich in natural resources and poor in democratic institutions 
to succumb to poor governance and abuse of power. Outside 
of a handful of lavish cities, Russians live in desolate villa- 
ges ravaged by corruption, poverty, bad roads, and substance 
abuse. With all of its vast territory, Russia is a net importer 
of food, having failed to make investments in agriculture and 
consumer goods that could as much as feed its own popula- 
tion. The country that builds nuclear missiles cannot even 
raise a chicken! Instead, Putin spends the people’s money 
on Potemkin villages like the Sochi Olympics, and on mil- 
itary forays like the Crimean annexation. Now he sheds their 
blood in a war he denies to be waging. 

None of this is the West’s fault. Nor is today’s Russia ex- 
clusively Putin’s fault. Russian citizens now riding the wave 
of euphoric national self-aggrandizement and supporting 
Putin’s bloody policies must share the blame. If it is great- 
ness they seek, there is much to do on their own turf. 

The German philosopher Immanuel Kant believed that 
even a morally bad person could become a good citizen 
in a good political system. The experience of Nazism and 
Stalinism showed the world that the reverse could also be 
true: that otherwise morally sound people could be molded 
by the flawed and unjust system to silently support or even 
eagerly participate in evil deeds perpetuated by that system. 
If the history of the 20th century taught us anything, it is that 
citizens not simply have a right but a civic duty to keep a 
critical eye on power and change the system if it threatens to 
consume them. ; 

Ukrainians ended up with the same kind of a dysfunction- 
al post-Soviet mutant of a political system as Russians. They 
saw their life savings disappear, their economy shrink by 
nearly half, the old nomenklatura and new opportunists grab 
the wealth of their nation and eventually capture the state 
itself. They lived in a country where the aberration of a rule 
has become the rule. The difference is that Ukrainians real- 
ized they have no one to blame for it but themselves. Last 
winter, Ukrainians acted out and, against all odds, changed 
their rotten political establishment. The transformation is far 
from over, but the mutant has been dealt a deadly blow. 

The Russians, however, are still playing the blaming 

game. Today, it is NATO and the West. Tomorrow, when 
Putinism is gone, it will be Putin and his cronies. The war 
with Ukraine will be termed a tragic fratricide, an unfortu- 
nate development of unintended consequences. The world 
should not buy this shameful retreat from responsibility: it 
is only the Russian people and their leaders who can build a 
free and democratic Russia and achieve true greatness. It is 
only the Russian people who are failing to do so. Until then, 
to invert Abraham Lincoln’s famous words, those who are 
not free, ought not deny freedom to others. 
Mariana Budjeryn is a Ph.D. candidate at the Doctoral 
School of Political Science, Public Policy, and International 
Relations at the Central European University, in Budapest, 
Hungary. Her research investigates politics of nuclear dis- 
armament of Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 
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Suspected Euromaidan crimes no impediment for current police job 


By Halya Coynash 

(Human Rights in Ukraine)—Anton Zazymko, who is fa- 
cing serious charges over an attack by Berkut officers on 
Euromaidan activists, has held onto a renamed, but similar 
post in a National Police special forces regiment. In a move 
viewed with anger by lawyers representing Maidan victims, 
the Kyiv Court of Appeal upheld the original rejection of the 
application for his suspension lodged by the Special Investi- 
gations Department investing Maidan crimes. 

Zazymko is an ex-officer from the Kyiv Berkut and is sus- 
pected of having taken part in an attack on Maidan protesters 
during the night from Jan 22-23, 2014 on Krepostnoy Lane 
in the centre of Kyiv. During the attack, the officers beat up 
and detained people, and smashed up a yellow mini-van and 
another vehicle. 

Zazymko later got through the re-attestation procedure 
and became a senior sergeant of Kyiv National Police spe- 
cial forces regiment. It was from this post that the Special 
Investigative Department, upheld by the prosecutor, sought 
his suspension for two months. The application was heard 
by Judge Krystyna Hladun of the Pechersky District Court 
on April 8. The prosecutor explained that there were serious 
grounds for suspecting Zazymko of exceeding his official 
powers through the use of force, threat of violence, special 
anti-riot means and painful and humiliating actions with 


grave consequences. He is also suspected of having drawn 
up a knowingly false official document about the circum- 
stances of the detention and having given false testimony as 
a witness during the court hearing over the detention of one 
of the activists, resulting in his being remanded in custody. 

The prosecutor asserted that Zazymko’s suspension was 
required since otherwise he could seek to influence witness- 
es and victims in order to get them to change their testimony, 
could conceal or destroy documents and / or inform other 
ex-Berkut officers about the circumstances of the criminal 
offences and of the investigation into them. He also argued 
that Zazymko’s continued role as a member of a police unit 
would contradict the tasks of criminal justice and the inter- 
ests of civil society. 

Judge Hladun acknowledged that Article 154 does allow 
for suspension of suspects from a law enforcement body, as 
well as where the alleged offenses are of medium severity or 
grave, yet rejected the application. She effectively cited the 
same arguments as Zazymko himself, namely that he had 
remained in the police force since Euromaidan, had taken 
part in the military action in Donbas and had undergone re- 
attestation, and added that he had good character references. 
While lawyers representing Maidan victims have rather 
asked how Zazymko came to retain his post and get through 
re-attestation, the Kyiv Court of Appeal upheld Hladun’s 


ruling, with the refusal to suspend Zazymko now in force. 

On April 21, another judge from the Pechersky District 
Court refused to remand in custody the former deputy head 
of Zazymko’s unit, Oleh Svyatny, but did place him under 
house arrest at night and order that he wear an electronic 
bracelet. The charges are roughly the same as those which 
Zazymko is facing. 

While it is undoubtedly true that a court must determine 
whether or not Zazymko is guilty of the charges laid, his 
involvement in the Berkut unit is not in question. This is not 
the first time that Maidan lawyers have expressed frustra- 
tion that people whose units took part in repressive actions 
continue to serve in the police force, with that service then 
used as grounds for not remanding them in custody, in the 
case of Tavakkul Каєітоу, or not suspending them during 
the investigation. 

The head of the Special Investigative Department Serhiy 
Horbatyuk and Maidan lawyers from the Advocacy Advis- 
ory Panel have complained on many occasions of obstruc- 
tion from current police officers, ex-Berkut officers and 
sometimes judges. Concern was recently expressed at pos- 
sible measures to silence Horbatyuk through bizarre crim- 
inal proceedings. 

Halya Coynash is a member of the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group 
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Марія Хімич 

У Ред Дірі побував Уповнова- 
жений Посол України в Канаді 
Андрій Шевченко 

17 квітня в приміщенні Свято- 
Володимирівської української 
католицької церкви відбулася 
зустріч з Уповноваженим Послом 
України в Канаді Андрієм Шев- 
ченком, президентом Конгресу 
Українців Канади, заступни- 
ком голови Світового Конгресу 
Українців Павлом Гродом та 


президентом Провінційної 
ради Альберти Олесею Луців- 
Андрийович. У заході також 


взяла участь директор розвит- 
ку Конгресу Українців Канади 
Леся (Спольська. Цю зустріч 
організовано до 75-річчя з дня 
заснування Конгресу Українців 
Канади. 

У своєму виступі Павло Грод 
закликав українців у Канаді 
бути активними та не нехтува- 
ти культурним та громадським 
життям, залучати своїх дітей до 
навчання рідної мови й участі в 
молодіжних організаціях. «Коли 
політики відчувають, наскільки 
сильна громада, тоді вони по- 
чинають з нею рахуватися», — 
акцентував президент Конгресу 
Українців Канади. 

Андрій Шевченко також звер- 
нувся до громади із закликом 
гуртуватися. Адже Україна нині 
особливо гостро потребує до- 
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помоги української діаспори 
в Канаді. «Ситуація в АТО 
залишається тяжкою. Можливе 
загострення найближчим  ча- 
сом. Ми повинні бути готови- 
ми до довгої затяжної війни», - 
повідомив він. 

За | його | словами, стан 
економіки України продовжує 
погіршуватися, курс гривні 
по відношенню до амери- 
канського долара ще більше 
впав. Додаткове  навантажен- 

- це понад півтора мільйона 
прі переселенців, які 
тікають зі Східної України в ті 
області, де немає війни. Про- 
те, зміни на краще в Україні 
все-таки | відбуваються. | Для 
прикладу, довіра населення до 
Національної поліції є дуже ви- 
сокою. 

Андрій Шевченко зробив 
своєрідний короткий звіт своєї 
діяльності на посаді посла. Се- 
ред головних досягнень: у цьо- 
му році планують увести в дію 
закон про вільну торгівлю між 
Канадою 1 Україною, який дасть 
величезний поштовх для розвит- 
ку підприємництва; надається 
гуманітарна допомога Україні 
та медична - учасникам АТО, 
які | постраждали 
бойових дій; здійснюється 
політична підтримка України; 
продовжується робота над вве- 
денням вільного безвізового ре- 


внаслідок 
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Гуртуймося - цим допоможемо Україні! 


ФОТО -- МАРІЯ ХІМИЧ 


Колективне фото Посла Шевченка із громадою Ред Діру 


жиму до Канади для українців, 
які хочуть відвідати цю країну. 
У Ред Дірі проживає чима- 
ло новоприбулих українців, 
які мають статус закордонних 
робітників чи мають постійне 
місце проживання в Канаді. Чи- 
мало з них уже встигли забрати 
родини до Канади, їхні діти хо- 
дять до тутешніх шкіл. Часто ви- 
никають проблеми із паспортами 
та іншими важливими докумен- 
тами, що потребують подовжен- 


із важливих запитань, які поста- 


вили Андрію Шевченку. Адже 


"згідно з канадським законодав- 


ством, щоб оновити паспорт 


потрібно відвідати в Посольство 
України в Канаді (м. Оттава) чи 
Генеральне консульство України 
в Торонто. Переліт до цих міст 
досить далекий 1 коштує нема- 
ло. Якщо в сім'ї відразу кільком 
треба оновити паспорти, то сума 
стає занадто великою. 


За словами Уповнова- 
женого Посла України в 
Канаді поки що ця ситуація 


залишається незмінною. Проте, 
є радісна звістка - планується 


пілотний / проект  встановлен- 
ня  біометричного  обладнан- 
ня, о необхідного для видачі 


паспортів, в провінціях, де ком- 
пактно проживають українці. 


Посол Шевеченко з учнями св. Мартина 


Андрій Шевченко розповів, що 
на сайтах Посольства України 
в Канаді та Генерального кон- 
сульства України є всі необхідні 
контакти, | зокрема, номери 
цілодобових телефонних ліній; 
якщо виникають проблеми, то не 
треба соромитися звертатися. 

Також громаду цікавило, як 
проголосувати на українських 
виборах, перебуваючи за кор- 
доном; чому в Україні державні 
діячі | продовжують  плодити 
корупцію та як стати членами 
Конгресу Українців Канади. 

На завершення вся громада 
проспівала | Державний Гімн 
України та зробила колективне 


Посол України відвідав 
школу Святого Мартина 


(Школа Святого Мартина) - 
Учні ш св. Мартина, що є дво- 
мовною українсько-англійською 
школою Католицької системи 
навчання в місті Едмонтон, мали 
чудову нагоду 15 квітня цього 
року зустрітися з українським 
послом. 

Студенти були одягнені в 
українські -| народні 4 костюми 
1 зустріли почесного гостя 3 
хлібом 1 сіллю. Щирі вітання 1 
вірші були висловлені дітьми 


і всіма працівниками школи. 
Оскільки школа святого Марти- 
Ha це лише одна школа, яку посол 
зміг відвідати, шановний міністр 
освіти Еттен також відвідав шко- 
лу і висловив вітання від нашого 
Альбертійського уряду. 

Діалог між нашими двома 
шановними гостями, а також 
членами Українського Канадсь- 
кого Конгресу та представни- 
ками | державного управління 
підтвердив важливість вивчення 


інших мов, глобальної співпраці 
і спілкування. Після розмови, всі 
учасники оглянули школу. Огля- 
даючи приміщення школи, вони 
мали можливість послухати 
шкільний ансамбль бандуристів 
i подивитись танці у виконанні 
Української | академії | танцю 
при школі. Всі студенти були в 
захопленні від зустрічі, і посол 
перебував під приємними  вра- 
женнями від відвідин школи CB. 
Мартина. 
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At the business reception. Left to Right: Former Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach, former 
Alberta MLA Genia Leskiw, Ambassador Shevchenko, former Alberta Legislature Speaker 
Gene Zwozdesky. 


CUFTA expected in a few 
months, Ambassador says 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine hopes to sign a 
free trade agreement with Canada in "а few 
months”, says Ambassador Andriy Shev- 
chenko. 

He made those comments during a recep- 
tion with the Edmonton Chamber of Com- 
merce and Alberta: Canada Ukraine Cham- 
ber of Commerce, held at the Chateau Louis 
Hotel, April 15. 

Shevchenko said a major Canada-Ukraine 
Trade Fair is scheduled to be held at Toronto 
in June and he hopes the Canada-Ukraine 
Forum Trade Agreement (CUFTA) will be 
ready at that time. 

He noted that such an agreement would 
remove 98% of the trade barriers that exist 
between the two countries now. 


“We feel that this is a wonderful opportun- 
ity for business on both sides to rediscover 
itself.” 

Shevchenko noted that the level of eco- 
nomic cooperation between Canada and 
Ukraine is embarrassingly low considering 
the historic ties between the two countries. 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress National 
President Paul Grod also urged business 
people to consider Ukraine as an investment 
prospect. 

Because the war with Russia has seriously 
impacted trade between those two countries 
“Ukraine desperately needs new export mar- 
kets, investment and there is a tremendous 
opportunity because Ukrainians are hungry 
for that,” he said. 


Myroslava Oksentiuk in front of the Cobblestone Freeways display 


ACUA holds wedding fair 


(UkrNews)—The Alberta Council for the 
Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) held Edmonton’s 
first ever Ukrainian Wedding Fair, April 15 
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This multi-day event had a number of 
elements and included an opening reception, 
vendor marketplace, lectures and workshops, 
and food. 

The opening reception took place at ACUA 
Gallery & Artisan Boutique on April 15. 

The vendor marketplace, held at St. 
Andrew’s Ukrainian Cultural Centre April 
16, featured 40 vendors selling everything 
from catering services to traditional breads 
and jewelry. 


The highlight of the day was a fashion 
show demonstrating a wide range of 
traditional Ukrainian wedding attire. There 
will also be a concession selling traditional 
Ukrainian food. 

Among the lectures and workshops that 
took place throughout the day, also at St. 
Andrew’s were embroidering a rushnyk, with 
Joyce Sirski Howell; how to prepare, braid 
and assemble the dough for a picture perfect 
Korovai; the diversity of Ukrainian wedding 
traditions, what a traditional wedding 
may look like in Ukraine; the traditional 
Ukrainian marriage ceremony and making 
wedding wreaths with Myroslava Oksentiuk. 


Left to Right: Ambassador Shevchenko, Lesia Levytsky, Marco Levytsky 


Ambassador underscores 
Ukrainian News links 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
Canada, Andriy Shevchenko underscored 
his and his father’s relationship with Ukrain- 
ian News during his keynote address at the 
75" Anniversary celebration of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress in Edmonton, April 
16. 

71 feel that I am kind of coming home to 
Alberta for one simple reason. Because 25 
years ago my father (Vitaliy Shevchenko) 
was chosen to be a Ukrainian journalist who 
was brought to Alberta to learn how to do 
journalism and how to use computers be- 
cause Ukrainian Canadians in Alberta at 
that point decided to make a gift to Narod- 
nyi Rukh Ukrayiny (People’s Movement 
of Ukrainian) and democracy fighters in 
Ukraine and they bought a computer for 
Ukrainians, so my father, the journalist, 
came here to Alberta,” he said. 

“That’s how he met Marco Levytsky and 
Lesia Levytsky and that’s what eventually 
made me a correspondent for his paper, the 
Ukrainian News. So the two people that I 
would like to recognize are Marco and Lesia. 
Thanks for the friendship to our family and I 
am speaking on behalf of my family and my 
father, thanks for this wonderful contact. At 
that moment it changed the life of my father, 
then it changed my life and then I think it 
was a contribution to the great changes in 
Ukraine,” the Ambassador added. 

In the Spring of 1991 while the USSR was 
still in existence, Levytsky was sent to Kyiv 


to deliver Macintosh computers that ha 
been purchased for the Kyiv regional Ruki 
movement by the Alberta Friends of Rukl 
and to show the journalists at the local Викі 
newspaper “Za Куїуз'кут Chasom” (В; 
Kyiv Time) how to use them. 

Since the Ukrainian Professional ап 
Business Association of Toronto was spon 
soring an internship program for Ukrainian: 
in Canada, Levytsky asked them if he coulc 
bring back one of the journalists from "7: 
Kyivs’kym Chasom” back to Edmonton t¢ 
learn how to use the computers at Ukrain: 
ian News, with the Alberta Friends of Rukt 
covering transportation from Toronto to Ed- 
monton. 

Both organizations agreed and Levytsky 
chose Vitaliy Shevchenko to come to Ed- 
monton where he worked for six weeks at 
Ukrainian News, staying with the Levytsky 
family. 

Upon his return to Kyiv, Vitaliy Shev- 
chenko served as Kyiv Bureau Chief for 
several years. He also served as deputy in 
the Verkhovna Rada from the Rukh Party 
between 1994 and 2002. 

Andriy served as Ukrainian News corres- 
pondent during his student years from 1994- 
1999. 

“He really cut his teeth, so to speak, as a 
journalist for the venerable Ukrainian News 
of Edmonton in fact that was his first job as 
a journalist working for Marco Levytsky,” 
stated UCC National President Paul Grod. 


Chornobyl’s ring of fire 


By Christian Borys 

(RFE/RL)—Canadian scientist and lead- 
ing Chornoby] researcher Dr. Timothy Mous- 
seau says the potential for fresh catastrophe 
is hidden in the forests of the exclusion zone 
around the site of the world’s worst nuclear 
accident. 

Decades of extensive studies have led 
Mousseau to warn that a bolt from the blue, 
or the strike of a match, could lead to forest 
fires that send clouds of toxic, radioactive 
fallout spewing into the skies above Europe. 

Two acts of suspected arson caused “large 
fires” in the 30-kilometer no-go zone around 
Chornobyl in the past year that burned long, 
fed by peat bogs, but “weren’t particularly 
hazardous in terms of radioactivity,” Mous- 
seau says. 

But he adds that “there was a third fire last 
year that made its way through part of the 
‘red forest,’ which is the most contaminated 
part of the exclusion zone.” 

“Tt was relatively small, so they contained 
it fairly quickly, but it’s the type of thing that 
has the potential to do serious harm if it had 
spread much more,” Mousseau says. “The 
radioactivity that is contained in the woods 


would be put back up into the atmosphere, 
and depending on which way the wind was 
blowing, and whether it was raining or not, 
would be redeposited somewhere else.” 

His and other research into the accident 
at the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant that 
began on April 26, 1986, suggests that the 
toxic plume from a major fire could carry _ 
caesium-137, strontium-90, or iodine-131 
across Europe, depending on which way the 
wind is blowing. 

“If you look at the map of Europe from 
the original disaster, you’ll get an idea of 
just how heterogeneous the deposition was,” 
Mousseau says. “At the time of the accident, 
there was this huge fire for 10 days and the 
plume actually penetrated into the strato- 
sphere, allowing radionuclides to be trans- 
ported for thousands of miles.” 

The risk is compounded by the effects of a 
warming planet as well as the accumulation 
of dead leaves, fallen logs, or dry grass. 

“This dead organic matter on the surface 
of the soil is highly radioactive,” Mousseau 
says. “When it dries out, it becomes a big fire 
hazard and this fuel load is what generates 
catastrophic forest fires.” 


10 
Мирослав Маринович 


презентує книгу спогадів 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Український публіцист, дисидент, віце-ректор Українського католиць- 
кого університету Мирослав Маринович презентував у Львові книжку 
своїх спогадів і роздумів «Всесвіт за колючим дротом». У брежнєвські 
часи Мирослав Маринович 10 років провів в ув'язненні в концтаборі і на 
засланні за діяльність у правозахисній Українській Гельсінській групі. 


«Щоб мати сильний дух, людина мусить усвідомлювати правоту своєї 


справи», - пише Маринович. Друзі про нього кажуть, що він - яскравий 
образ «антисовєтчика». «Озираючись назад, бачу невпинне крещендо 
своєї несумісності з радянською владою», - зауважує у книзі Маринович. 

«Всесвіт за колючим дротом» - це дуже щирі, правдиві, живі спогади 
Мариновича, написані чудовою і багатою українською мовою. Водно- 
час це був дуже складний творчий процес, довелось у пам'яті перевер- 
нути все минуле і пережити його знову і знову, переосмислити і про- 
нести крізь себе все оте людське 1 нелюдське. Дисидент писав книжку 
кілька років. Це - роздуми над усіма життєвими періодами. Мирослав 
Маринович описав свою галицьку родину, середовище, де формувався, 
з великою любов'ю пише про своїх найрідніших людей - маму і сестру 
Надійку, які були опорою упродовж життя. 

Однак автор не оминув ті моменти, які дуже для нього особистісні. 
Дідусь Мирослава Мариновича був греко-католицьким священиком. 
Він пише, що з юності прагнув зрозуміти, що спонукало дідуся, ревного 

- греко-католицького священика, перейти у 1946 році в православ'я, бути 
учасником псевдособору. Звісно, що були катування, тиск, обіцянка 
звільнити сина Антона, який був арештований у 1944 році, але його не 
було звільнено і син отця загинув у 1947 році на Колимі. Навернення 
в іншу конфесію відбувалось силою державного терору, пише автор. 
Осуду в світі підлягають не ті, хто зазнав терору, а ті хто його чинив. 
Втім «не судіть, щоб і вас не судили» (МТ.7: 1). 

Мирослав Маринович пригадує сотні імен відомих українських 
письменників, діячів, долі яких ламала радянська система, але не 
змогла зламати силу духу і віри, принизити їхньої людської гідності. 
«Я після цієї книжки матиму друзів, а також 1 ворогів», — зауважив 
Мирослав Маринович. Правда, далеко не всім до вподоби, але вона 
важлива для розуміння минулого, людських взаємин, досвіду. 

У 1974 році Маринович переїхав до Києва, де українська мова ви- 
кликала шок у відділах кадрів, куди заходив у пошуках роботи. Київ у 
70-х був переповнений українофобами. Але тоді спілкувався з Мико- 

~ лою Матусевичем, Аллою Горською, Іваном Світличним, Михайли- 
ною Коцюбинською, багатьма іншими відомими особистостями. У 
28 років Мирослав Маринович став членом Української Гельсінської 
групи. Він описує діяльність організації, стеження КДБ, розповідає 
про те, як поширювались матеріали групи. Закордонні дипломати і 
журналісти у Москві були посередниками правозахисників. 

23 квітня 1977 року Мирослава Мариновича i Миколу Матусевича 
арештували в Києві. Про арешт повідомило Радіо Свобода. Розпо- 
чався новий період у житті правозахисника - ув'язнення. 

Вирок, а це 26 сторінок у книзі, радше вигаданої брехні, як зауважи- 
ли історики, зачитали 29 березня 1978 року - за сукупністю скоєних 
злочинів позбавити волі у виправно-трудовій колонії на сім років, з за- 

_ сланням на п'ять років. Подавати касацію не було жодного сенсу. AB- 
тор описує конвоювання, як намагались принизити людську гідність, 1 
дав слово: «Ви можете робити зі мною що завгодно, але гідності моєї 
відібрати у мене вам не вдасться». Перевозили з тюрми у тюрму. У 
липні 1978 року почалось нове життя у зоні 36-го табору, у відділенні 
суворого режиму на Уралі. Це була каральна зона з особливою 
жорстокістю. Поруч були побратими Ігор Калинець, Євген Сверстюк, 
Валерій Марченко, Семен Глузман, Зеновій Красівський. Маринович 
описує табірне життя і розпорядок дня, те, як не вдалося впасти в пекло 
ненависті, підлості, зневіри, а вдалося залишитись людиною. 

У мені досі від табору залишилась ота готовність до якихось 
страждань. Все те, що у нашому житті відтінками сірого, так у таборі 
у момент страждань все стає чорно-білим 

«Я був постійно готовий до несподіванок, до нових страждань — 1 
друзі стверджували, що ця готовність світилася в моїх очах холод- 
ним блиском незворушності. У мені досі від табору залишилась ота 
готовність до якихось страждань, але в очах зник цей блиск. Все те, 
що у нашому житті відтінками сірого, так у таборі у момент страж- 
дань все стає чорно-білим. У цей момент це правда і зло. У тому 
сенсі у таборі легше, аніж зараз нам усім. Бо спробуйте сьогодні 
знайти абсолютне зло 1 добро, кожен намагається запозичити щось в 
іншого. У таборі це легше визначити. У таборі оті пошуки змушують 
задуматись над базовими речами», - каже Мирослав Маринович. 

З 36-го табору Мирослава Мариновича вивезли у березні 1984 
року. Але перш ніж потрапив на заслання в Казахстан, понад місяць 

провів в пересильній тюрмі. 15 діб - серед побутових злочинців 

7 були найскладнішими. Бо довелось сидіти поруч з кримінальними 
підлітками, а це була жахлива загроза. Лише 14 травня звільнили 
з-під варти і почався новий етап - 5 років заслання, життя серед 
казахів у селищі Саралжин. Двічі на тиждень потрібно було прихо- 
дити у відділ міліції, складно було знайти житло, але поволі життя 
налагоджувалось навіть в умовах заслання. 

«Я не ставлю собі за мету написати свідчення для Нюрнберга-2. 
Так, у мене нема сумніву, що комуністична система його заслуговує. 
Ба більше: світ не буде еволюціонувати далі, якщо не засудить свої 
комуністичні безумства», - пише Мирослав Маринович. 

Маринович своїми спогадами 1 роздумами вчить кожного пам'ятати 
і переосмислити історію своєї родини, не соромитись витягувати важкі 
для власного розуміння спомини, щоб пробачити або ж навпаки. Кожен 
вирішує сам. 

«Лише солідарно засудивши злочини комунізму, солідарно визнав- 
ши спільну вину за його прославлення i солідарно пробачивши одне 
одному все зло, вчинене ними у стані комуністичного очманіння, на- 
роди зможуть здобути остаточну перемогу над комунізмом i пере- 
творити колишні «скривавлені землі» на місце справжнього прими- 
рення і благоденства», - впевнений Маринович. 
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Кознарський про національний 
пафос Миколи Маркевича 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ 

18 березня в Пластовій Домівці ім. Гуцуляків, що 
на вул. Квінзвей в Торонто, відбулася традиційна 
Шевченківська доповідь Наукового товариства 
ім.Шевченка в Канаді. Доповідачем був професор 
Торонтонського Університету, літературознавець, 
доктор Тарас Кознарський, а темою доповіді - 
сучасник і особистий приятель Шевченка Микола 
Маркевич. У представленні доповідача ведуча 
вечора проф.Марта Дичок розповіла про широке 
коло наукових інтересів д-ра Кознарського, яке 
охоплює модерну прозу Винниченка, літературне 
життя ХІХ століття, а віднедавна - зацікавлення 
Хмельницьким. 

Микола Маркевич, як підкреслив доповідач, це 
тема, якою він займається досить давно і яка все 
ще "не хоче його відпустити". Постать Маркевича, 
вважає проф.Кознарський, є дуже цікавою 1 
водночас показовою для розуміння ментальности 
української шляхти в колоніальній Україні ХІХ 
століття. 

За "Малороссийским Родословником? 
В.Модзалевського, рід ШМаркевичів-Марковичів 
сягає початку XVII століття та походить від майже 
біблійного Авраама та його сина Марка, котрий 
мав чотири доньки і трьох синів, від яких пішли 
три гілки цього роду - чернігівська, роменська і 
прилуцька (саме до останньої належить Микола 
Маркевич). Дослідження pony  Маркевичів 
демонструє, наскільки тісно переплетені були 
всі знатні роди української шляхти. Так, одна з 
доньок Марка вийшла заміж за гетьмана Івана 
Скоропадського, інша - за Павла Полуботка. 
З-поміж представників прилуцької лінії внук її 
засновника Федора Іван одружився з правнучкою 
Василя Кочубея 1 гетьмана Данила Апостола 
Єлисаветою, а його донька Пульхерія вийшла 
заміж за Михайла Скоропадського - саме їхній 
внук Павло Скоропадський очолить Гетьманат 
України в 1918 році. 

Славився | рід | Маркевичів-Марковичів | 1 
схильністю до літературної та краєзнавчої 
діяльности. Так, Яків Маркович (1696-1770), 
посеред різноманітних літературних творів 
залишив знаменитий "Діяріюш" ("Щоденник"), 
виданий у 1859 році його внуком Олександром. 
Брат Олександра Яків (1776-1804) написав i видав 
в 1798 році "Записки о Малоросеми, ее жителях и 
произведениях". 

Повертаючись до Миколи Маркевича, він, як 
і його батько Андрій, отримав блискучу освіту: 
спочатку в пансіоні Павла Білецького-Носенка, а 
потім у Петербурзі, в пансіоні при педагогічному 
інституті, де навчався в одному класі з братом 
Олександра Пушкіна і майбутнім композитором 
Михаїлом Глінкою . Вчителем його був відомий 
поет Вільгельм Кюхельбекер, а музики він вчився 
у знаменитого англійського піаніста 1 композитора 
Джона Фільда. По закінченні пансіону Микола 
вступив на військову службу до драгунського 
Курляндського полку, де пробув чотири роки 
та зблизився з майбутніми  декабристами. 
Мабуть, якби продовжив службу, то розділив 
би з декабристами і їхню долю. Однак, в 1824 
році батько покликав його додому, в рідне село 
Турівку. Там, на Прилуччині, Микола i провів, поза 
нетривалими мандрівками, решту свого життя. 

Талановита і надзвичайно діяльна натура Миколи 
вилилась у безліч найрізноманітніших проєктів, 
частина яких була реалізована і опублікована, а 
інша залишилась в рукописних матеріалах, що, 
на жаль, знаходяться в Москві. Серед історичних 
праць Маркевича - "История Малороссийи?, видана 
в Москві в 1842-43 рр. у 5 томах, "Тетьманство 
Барабаша"(1841), "0 первьшх гетьманах 
малороссийских? (1848), “O Ko3aKax” (1858) та їн. 
З-поміж етнографічно-фольклорних розвідок на 
особливу увагу заслуговують " Обичай, повермвя, 
кухня и напитки малороссиян" (1860), де вперше 
надруковано текст українського вертепу, а також 
збірки "Собрание малороссийских песен" (1840) та 
«Южнорусские песни" (1857). Як поет, Маркевич 
перекладає російською мовою Байрона, а в 1829- 
31 рр. видає три збірники оригінальних поезій, 
найцікавішою з яких є остання, під назвою 
«Украйнские мелодии". 

Практично всі твори Маркевича присвячені 
Україні, однак | написані вони російською 
мовою, хоча він добре знав рідну українську. 
Чому? Відповісти на це питання, вважає проф. 


Кознарський, допоможе застосування такого 
поняття, як habitus. Habitus -- це сукупність 
уявлень, вподобань, тенденцій, культурних 


координат і життєвих цінностей, яка виробляється 
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ФОТО — ХРИСТЯ КОЛОС 
Проф. Кознарський під час доповіді 


в процесі освіти, становлення індивіда в межах 
його соціальної групи. Цей habitus вкорінюється 
на підсвідомому рівні, людина з цим функціонує 
і так проявляється її ідентичність. В Російській 
імперії українська з шляхта | була змушена 
заангажовуватися | в імперські (структури 1 
знаходити в них власну нішу. Одним з проявів 
поведінкового багажу української шляхти в цих 
умовах є мімікрія - приховування ідентичности, 
особливо показова для постмазепинської епохи. 
Українські еліти були імперськими людьми 1 
користувалися мовою імперії, а проте часто 
нею прикривали свою українську стратегію 1 
антиїмперські настрої. Саме таким прикладом є 
Микола Маркевич, який не раз у завуальованій 
формі висловлював симпатію до Мазепи i 
негативно ставився до Кочубея. 

Для підтвердження цієї тези проф.Кознарський 
проаналізував кілька віршів Маркевича зі збірки 
«Украйнскиє шмелодиий". Збірка написана на 
зразок  "Трландських  мелодій"Томаса 0 Мура: 
тут український автор, як і ірландський поет, 
висловлює тугу за славним минулим своєї 
вітчизни. Вірш "Сон-трава? починається досить 
невинно: навесні хлопці і дівчата шукають зілля 
сон-трави, щоб дізнатися про своє майбутнє. 
Однак закінчення вірша трагічне: у сні приходять з 
гетьманського цвинтаря убиті і понівечені козаки, 
нагадуючи про трагедію Батурина i Полтави. 
Вірш "Бандурист?, що послужив прообразом для 
Шевченка, не менш промовистий. Демонська 
рука, що рве струни на бандурі, призводить до 
тотальної катастрофи: прийшли москалі битися 
зі шведами, забрали худобу, зіли хліб, спалили 
село.. Вірш "Україна" співає пеан спочатку 
українській природі та дівчатам, а далі воскрешає 
славну козацьку історію України та її лицарів - 
Палія, Наливайка, Сагайдачного, Хмельницького, 
Полуботка. Під іменем Войнаровського, вважає 
д-р  Кознарський, тут безперечно криється 
Іван Мазепа (Войнаровський був племінником 
гетьмана). У цьому ж вірші вперше з'являється 
словосполучення "свята Україна". 

Наприкінці, проф.Кознарський розповів про 
теплі товариські стосунки, що єднали Маркевича 
i Шевченка від часу їхнього знайомства в 
Петербурзі 1840 року (саме тоді Шевченко 
присвятив Маркевичу свого вірша "Бандуристе, 
орле сизий"), та під час перебування поста в 
Україні в 1843- 45 роках. Одним 13 свідчень їхньої 
дружби є жартівливий лист від 22 січня 1844 року, 
де Шевченко-" "гетьман" запрошує "генерального 
обозного? Маркевичадо Вейсбахівки, де Шевченко 
гостював у І.Корбена. У відповідь Маркевич 
відписав Шевченкові чудовою українською мовою 
та ще й у віршованій формі не менш жартівливого 
листа з порадами не лише пити, а й закушувати, а 
опісля і добряче проспатися. Цей лист є ще одним 
прикладом поведінки тодішньої української 
інтелігенції, коли мова обиралася відповідно до 
мети та адресата. 

Доповідь  проф.Кознарського, сприйнята 3 
великим інтересом, викликала багато запитань та 
закінчилася жвавою дискусією на теми української 
ментальности та ідентичности, "Історії Русів" 1 
поточних проблем сучасної України. 


Vesnivka’s launches e-Library 
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At the Launch. Left to Right: Luba Czyrsky, Lesia Komorowsky, Halyna Kvitka Kondracki, Walter Korobaylo, 
Lesia Chyczij, Renata Roman 


of Ukrainian Choral Music 


By John Pidkowich 

In the spirit of sharing Ukrain- 
ian choral music with others, and 
strong commitment to enriching 
the Ukrainian choral tradition, 
Vesnivka Choir has established 
its e-Library of Ukrainian Choral 
Music. Last fall, the electronic li- 
brary of Vesnivka’s sheet music 
first went on-line in the public 
domain found on its own internet 
web-page (www.vesnivka.com/e- 
Library). The official launch of 
the first phase and public presen- 
tation of the e-Library was hosted 
by Vesnivka on March 20 at the 
Canadian Ukrainian Art Gallery 
— КОМЕ in Toronto. This project 
initiative is part of Vesnivka’s 50th 
Anniversary Season, and a gift to 
all who share the love of singing 
and Ukrainian choral music. 

“The project represents a signifi- 
cant milestone for Vesnivka in its 
mandate of promoting Ukrainian 
choral music,” said e-Library man- 
ager and long-time Vesnivka mem- 
ber, Lesia Komorowsky. “Vesnivka 
has an impressive repertoire of 
Ukrainian classical, folk, contem- 
porary, and sacred music in its ar- 
chives that it wants to share with 
singers around the world — thus 
leaving a musical legacy for gen- 
erations to come.” 

Vesnivka’s collection of choral 
music is vast, numbering well-over 
1000 works written by Ukrain- 
ian and Canadian composers of 
Ukrainian heritage. For the purpose 
of choral arrangement, some works 
may have been modified from the 
original music score. Vesnivka’s 
sheet music is proprietary. The first 
phase of Vesnivka’s e-Library al- 
lows internet users visiting its web- 
page unrestricted access to view at 
this time some 70 works of music 
on-line. They may choose to down- 
load without any editing a copy of 
the sheet music either in the origin- 
al Ukrainian or transliterated form 
in the English Alphabet for use by 
choirs and others also interested in 
sharing and performing Ukrainian 

choral music repertoire. Plans are 
underway to expand the e-Library 
and eventually make most of the 


songs from Vesnivka’s archives 
available on-line. 

The e-Library launch program 
included an attractive, clear and 
concise educational presentation on 
the e-Library web-page projected 
live onto a large screen so that 
the audience could view and fol- 
low step-by-step how to search the 
catalogue from a multiple choice 
of categories, successfully ob- 
tain results, view Vesnivka’s sheet 
music repertoire, hear recordings, 
and download no-edit sheet cop- 
ies. An elegant reception followed 
allowing ample opportunity for 
those whose interest was piqued to 
learn more. The afternoon’s music- 
al entertainment was provided by 
Halyna Dziuryn on violin and Olga 
Bileychuk on piano. 

Recognition, gratitude and sig- 
nificance of Vesnivka’s e-Library 
project were expressed by Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress National 
Ist Vice President Renata Roman 
on behalf of UCC and on behalf of 
the Ukrainian Dragons, and by Ok- 
sana Rewa, past president of UCC 
Toronto Branch. 

This e-Library was made pos- 
sible with funding received at 
UCC’s XXIV Triennial Congress 
in November 2013 as the result of 
a successful business case “pitch” 
made by the Vesnivka team to the 


Oksana Rewa, Past President, 


“Ukrainian Dragons”: Borys Cha- 
bursky, Ian Ihnatowyez, John [wa- 
niura, Nadia Jacyk, Eugene Mel- 
nyk and James Temerty. 

This e-Library has been created 
as part of Vesnivka’s 50th anni- 
versary legacy project. Vesnivka 
gratefully acknowledges the con- 
tributions of the following people 
to the initial development of the 
e-Library: Luba Czyrsky, Myro- 
slava Diakun, Joanna Fuke, Le- 
sia Komorowsky, Halyna Kvitka 
Kondracki, Talia Lysiak, Nykola 
Parzei, Christina Sokulsky, Na- 
dia Saragosa, and Andriy Kudla 
Wynnyckyj, with special thanks to 
Walter Korobaylo. 

Internationally acclaimed 
award-winning Vesnivka Choir 
under the musical direction of 
Halyna Kvitka Kondracki presented 
its highly successful 50th Anniver- 
sary Gala Concert with the Elmer 
Iseler Singers — Lydia Adams, con- 
ductor, featured guest artists Roman 
Borys, Halyna Dziuryn, and the 
Toronto Ukrainian Male Chamber 
Choir on April 17, 2016 at Glenn 
Gould Studio in Toronto. 

For more information on Vesniv- 
ka, contacts and the e-Library, visit 
www.vesnivka.com 
This article appeared earlier in the 
April 28, 2016 issue of the New 
Pathway. 
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Ruslana at a 2012 press conference in Kyiv 


Ruslana coming 
to Edmonton 


(Bottom Line Productions)— 
Ruslana, the best-selling Ukrainian 
international recording artist of all 
time, performs her first full indoor 
concert performance in Western 
Canada on Tuesday, August 30, 
2016 at the Northern Alberta Jubi- 
lee Auditorium in Edmonton. One 
show only! Tickets (from $28 plus 
taxes and service charges) go on 
sale at 10am on Monday, May 2 at 
Ticketmaster or by calling 1-855- 
985-5000. 

Ruslana swept the Eurovision 
Song Contest in 2004 with more 
than 100 million worldwide view- 
ers. Her winning single and sub- 
sequent album Wild Dances saw 
widespread acclaim in over 25 
countries. For 97 weeks, Ruslana 
dominated 14 different charts 
throughout an amazed Europe. In 
Ukraine alone, the album achieved 
5 times platinum status, making her 
the first recording artist to domes- 
tically sell 500,000 copies of an al- 
bum. 

Her shining success in Eur- 
ope and constant touring enabled 
Ruslana to share her musical vi- 
sion across the Globe. Countless 
live concerts and TV appearances 
from Canada to Siberia, Iceland to 
Greece, and Turkey to China fol- 
lowed her stunning Eurovision vic- 
tory. 

While the Wild Dances project 
was based on the unusual blend- 
ing of ancient ethnic sounds of the 
Carpathian mountain people with 
modern pop music and dance beats, 
the follow-up project Wild Energy 
emerged from a fantasy story and 
combined Ruslana’s unique music- 
al style with modern urban influ- 
ences. The 2008 releases of the 
Ukrainian album Amazonka and its 
English counterpart Wild Energy, 
which contained two collaborations 
with American urban superstars T- 
Pain and Missy Elliott, were pro- 
moted by a large-scale live show 
with which Ruslana toured several 
countries. 

Ruslana is constantly setting new 
trends. The year 2012 saw the re- 
lease of the artist’s latest master- 
piece, the Ukrainian album EY- 
fori-YA. Despite its intercontin- 
ental rock and pop nature, the 
album is based on Slavic rhythms. 
Ruslana integrated old Slavic circle 
dances, liturgies and elements of 
classic pieces of Russian compos- 
ers including Glinka, Tchaikovsky, 


Mussorgsky, and Rachmaninov. A 
release of the English version, My 
Boo (Together), and a re-release of 
the Ukrainian record under the new 
title Miy Brat followed in 2013. 

Most strikingly Ruslana is not an 
artificially created brand name. She 
is real. She is the key to her own 
success with a versatile range of 
abilities. She is not only an excep- 
tional vocalist and musician, but 
also conductor, pianist, composer, 
producer, designer. She directs and 
edits her video clips, as well as is 
directly involved in developing 
costumes, sets, light, choreography 
and other effects. 

Besides her musical successes, 
social and political commitment 
has always been an affair of the 
heart for this powerful woman. Her 
charity projects speak for them- 
selves. Ruslana has staged numer- 
ous charity concerts benefiting chil- 
dren’s hospitals and set up a relief 
fund supplying substantial aid to 
the victims of a devastating flood 
in Western Ukraine in 2008. She 
was appointed Good Will Ambas- 
sador of Ukraine by UNICEF and 
passionately combats trafficking of 
human beings in cooperation with 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

In autumn 2004, Ruslana actively 
supported the democratic process 
in Ukraine which went down in 
history as the ‘Orange Revolution.’ 
Providing a voice for the people, 
Ruslana was an outspoken member 
of the Ukrainian Parliament from 
spring 2006 to summer 2007. 

Ruslana became a key figure of 

the mass protests known as “Euro- 
Maidan’ in 2013/14 when Ukrain- 
ian citizens rallied peacefully for 
an integration of Ukraine into the 
EU. For months Ruslana spent al- 
most every night from midnight 
until dawn on Kyiv’s Independ- 
ence Square, the centre of the pro- 
tests, serving as an inspiration for 
the nightly protesters. Her extra- 
ordinary determination and com- 
mitment to fight for an EU future 
of her country was recognized in 
thousands of mass media articles 
around the world describing her as 
the ‘Heroine of Ukraine,’ ‘Queen 
of the Night,’ ‘Voice of the revolu- 
tion’ and so on. 

In 2014, Ruslana was awarded 
the “International Women of Cour- 
age Award” by First Lady Michelle 
Obama. 


Vira Savchenko 


Savchenko’s sister 


is back in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko says the sister of 
jailed Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko, Vira Savchenko, has returned to 
Ukraine after she was prevented from leaving Russia at the end of a visit 
related to her sister’s case. 

Vira Savchenko was reportedly stopped and detained by Russian bor- 
der guards who seized her passport as she was returning to Ukraine in a 
Ukrainian diplomatic car on April 27. 

Poroshenko wrote on Twitter on April 28: “[Ukraine’s] consul-general 
just informed me that Vira Savchenko has crossed the Ukrainian border 
and is now in [her] homeland.” 

Dmytro Kuleba, Ukraine’s representative to the Council of Europe, 
said earlier on April 28 that the younger Savchenko was taken to the 
Ukrainian Consulate in Rostov-on-Don after Ukraine’s consul-general 
secured her release. 

Kuleba said Vitaly Moskalenko, Ukraine’s consul-general in Rostov- 
on-Don, negotiated Vira Savchenko’s release after “a heated debate with 
the Russians.” Moskalenko was sent to the border by Kyiv to aid Vira 
Savchenko. 

Vira Savchenko’s passport had been returned to her, Kuleba added. 

Nadia Savchenko, 34, is a national hero in Ukraine and is viewed as a 
symbol of resistance against Russia, which forcibly annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and backs separatist fighters in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Vira Savchenko’s detention came hours after a defense lawyer for her 
sister, whose case has outraged Ukrainians since she claims to have been 
abducted in eastern Ukraine and smuggled to Russia in mid-2014, said 
Nadia Savchenko had received official forms needed for her extradition 
to Ukraine. 

Kuleba confirmed that “Vira has indeed been put on a [Russian] federal 
wanted list for insulting a judge in Chechnya.” 

Earlier, the office of Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said that 
the border guards told Vira Savchenko that she was on the wanted list. 

Russia launched a criminal case against Vira Savchenko in November, 
accusing her of showing “disrespect” toward a Russian judge, whom she 
called a “schmuck.” 
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Savchenko’s lawyer says she has 
received forms for extradition 


(RFE/RL)—Jailed | Ukrainian 
pilot Nadia Savchenko has received 
official forms needed for her to be 
extradited from Russia to Ukraine, 
her lawyer says. 

Attorney Mark Feigin told 
Russia’s RIA Novosti news agency 
on April 27 that Savchenko had 
been given the documents and 
that a lawyer, Nikolai Polozov, 
would go to Savchenko’s jail in 
Novocherkassk on April 29 and 
help her fill out the forms. 

Feigin added that the entire 
process of extradition could take 
many months. 

"І have received Savchenko’s 
statement [saying she agrees] to 
be extradited to serve her prison 
sentence in Ukraine...I believe that 
the procedure has started,” RIA 
quoted Feigin as saying. 

Savchenko was sentenced by 
a Russian court to 22 years in 
jail on March 22 after she was 
found guilty of involvement in the 
killing of two Russian journalists 
during fighting by Russia-backed 
separatists against Ukrainian forces 
in eastern Ukraine. 

Savchenko has denied any 
involvement in the incident and 
says she was abducted and illegally 
brought to Russia. 

Savchenko, 34, 15 a national 


Ukrainian military pilot Nadia Savchenko reacts inside a defendant's 
cage during her sentencing hearing at a court in the southern Russian 
town of Rostov-on-Don on March 22. 


hero in Ukraine and is viewed 
as a symbol of resistance against 
Russia, which forcibly seized 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 
2014 before illegally annexing it. 
Speculation has swirled of a pos- 
sible prisoner swap for Nadia Зау- 
chenko since two Russian soldiers 
were convicted on April 18 on 
charges of fighting alongside Rus- 
sia-backed separatists in Ukraine. 


Savchenko was said to have 
abandoned a hunger strike after the 
verdicts against the Russians 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko said after a phone conversa- 
tion with his Russian counterpart, 
Vladimir Putin, on April 24 that she 
could be home “in a few weeks” 
after “a formula” was agreed for a 
prisoner swap. Her lawyers have 
cited a similar time frame. 


Ukrainian court sentences two 
Russians on terrorism charges 


(RFE/RL)—A_ Ukrainian court 
has sentenced two Russian cit- 
izens to 14 years in prison each on 
charges of fighting alongside Rus- 
sia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Shortly after the sentencing on 
April 18 of Aleksandr Aleksandroy 
and Yevgeny Yerofeyev, the Krem- 
lin said Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin discussed by phone 
the “fate” of the two Russians as 
well as Ukrainian military pilot 
Nadia Savchenko, who Russia has 
imprisoned on murder charges. 

While the Kremlin did not ex- 
plicitly say so, many observers 
expect the Kyiv court’s verdict 
against the Russians to open the 
door for a prisoner exchange. 

Poroshenko has previously pro- 
posed swapping Savchenko — 
who is a national hero and has de- 
nied the charges against her — for 
the Russians. 

The Kremlin said the two leaders 
agreed that Moscow would “soon” 
allow Ukraine’s consul-general in 
Rostoy-on-Don to visit Savchenko 
in prison. 


(RFE/RL)—The European 
Union says it has postponed an EU- 
Ukraine Summit that was sched- 
uled for next month until Septem- 
ber. 

A European Commission 
spokeswoman said on April 27 that 
the delay was agreed to in order to 
give the new government in Kyiv 
the necessary time to carry out pol- 
itical and financial reforms in the 


Poroshenko’s office afterward 
said the Ukrainian leader urged 
Moscow to “immediately” free 
Savchenko. Citing her deteriorat- 
ing health, he also urged Putin to 
allow Ukrainian and German doc- 
tors to examine her. 

Ukraine’s Ноїозпу district court 
found the two Russian men guilty 
of conducting terrorist acts and ag- 
gressive military activities and sen- 
tenced them the same day. 

The two, who pleaded not guilty, 
retracted video confessions made 
earlier in which they admitted they 
were active-duty Russian military 
personnel when they were cap- 
tured in Ukraine’s Luhansk region 
in May 2015. Both said the state- 
ments were made under duress. 

Russia has said neither Yero- 
feyev nor Aleksandroy were em- 
ployed by the military when they 
were captured by a volunteer 
Ukrainian militia. 

Moscow has repeatedly denied 
that it has provided weapons, train- 
ing, and personnel to support sep- 
aratists fighting government forces 
in eastern Ukraine. Independent 
observers, journalists, and official 


country. 

The summit was to have been 
held in Brussels on May 19 and 
attended by Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko. 

“In the meantime, the new 
Ukrainian government will pur- 
sue work on delivering its reform 
commitments” under the EU- 
Ukraine Association Agreement, 
the spokeswoman said. 


monitors, however, have gathered 
a substantial body of evidence to 
the contrary. 

The verdict by the Ukrainian 
court completes what the Kremlin 
has described as prerequisites be- 
fore a prisoner exchange can take 
place, including official court ver- 
dicts against both the Russian pris- 
oners and Savchenko. 

A court in Russia’s Rostov re- 
gion last month found Savchenko 
complicit in the deaths of two Rus- 
sian journalists covering fighting 
in eastern Ukraine in June 2014, 
and sentenced her to more than 20 
years in prison. 

Poroshenko has said several 
times that he would be willing to 
make a prisoner exchange with 
Russia to secure Savchenko’s re- 
lease, and the Kremlin has never 
rejected the possibility. 

At least 11 other Ukrainians, in- 
cluding filmmaker Oleh Sentsoy, 
have been prosecuted in Russian 
courts related to Russia’s forcible 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. Moscow has signaled that 
it might also consider releasing them 
as part of a possible prisoner swap. 


EU, Ukraine postpone summit until September 


“The rescheduling of the summit 
should also allow for the review of 
the IMF [International Monetary 
Fund] program to be concluded,” 
she added. 

The EU’s Association Agree- 
ment with Ukraine was the main 
issue behind a crisis in the country 
that led to the 2014 ousting of pro- 
Moscow President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych, who rejected the deal. 


Trump sucks up to Moscow 


Vows to seek better relations with Russia if elected 


By Carl Schreck 

(REE/RL)—Donald Trump, the 
front-runner for the Republican 
presidential | nomination, | Па5 
vowed to seek improved relations 
with Russia and China if he is 
elected to the White House, saying 
Washington and Moscow “should 
seek common ground based on 
shared interests.” 

In an April 27 foreign-policy 
speech, Trump said that while 
the United States and Russia had 
“serious differences,” he believes 
it is “absolutely possible” to ease 
current tensions with Moscow 
if Washington approaches Ше 
relationship “from a position of 
strength.” 

“Common sense says this cycle 
— this horrible cycle of hostility 
— must end, and ideally it will 
end soon,” Trump said as Russia’s 
ambassador to the United States, 
Sergei Kislyak, sat in the front row 
for the candidate’s wide-ranging 
speech at the Mayflower Hotel in 
Washington. 

U.S.-Russian ties have plunged 
to levels of acrimony unseen 
since the end of the Cold War 
following Russia’s military seizure 
of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula in 
March 2014 and an ensuing war 
between Kyiv’s forces and Russia- 
backed separatists that has killed 
more than 9,100 people. 

Both U.S. President Barack 
Obama’s administration and the 
European Union have slapped 
several rounds of sanctions on 
Moscow in response to Russia’s 
actions in Ukraine, punitive 
measures that have angered the 
Kremlin. 

Trump, who described Obama’s 
overall foreign policy as “a 
complete and total disaster,” said 
Washington and Moscow can find 
common ground, in part, because 
Russia “has also seen the horror of 
Islamic terrorism.” 

“Some say the Russians won’t be 
reasonable,” Trump said. “I intend 


U.S. Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump delivers a foreign- 
policy speech at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C., on April 27. 


to find out. If we can’t make a deal 
under my administration, a deal 
that’s great — not good, great — for 
America, but also good for Russia, 
then we will quickly walk from the 
table. It’s as simple as that.” 

Kislyak, who has served as 
Moscow’s envoy to Washington 
since 2008, declined to comment 
on Trump’s comments about Russia 
when questioned by RFE/RL 
following the candidate’s speech. 

Trump was critical of U.S. allies 
for not “paying their fair share of 
the security burden” and said other 
NATO members must step up their 
spending or Washington would “let 
countries defend themselves.” 

The United States and _ its 
European allies have strengthened 
МАТО"5 presence on the alliance’s 
eastern flank, where member states 
that were under Moscow’s domain 
during Soviet times have voiced 
particular alarm about Russian 
expansionism in Ukraine. 

Trump, who has previously said 
that the Ukraine conflict was “really 
a problem that affects Europe a lot 
more than it affects us,” said that 
NATO had an “outdated mission.” 

If elected, he said, “we will 


discuss how we can upgrade 
NATO’s outdated mission and 
structure grown out of the Cold War 
to confront our shared challenges, 
including migration and Islamic 
terrorism.” 

Trump said the United States 
was in a “war against radical 
Islam” and pledged to wipe out the 
militant Islamic State (IS) group 
that controls parts of Syria and 
Iraq. 

“Containing the spread of radical 
Islam must be a major foreign- 
policy goa! of the United States 
and indeed the world. Events 
may require the use of military 
force, but it’s also a philosophical 
struggle, like our long struggle in 
the Cold War,” he said. 

Trump also accused Obama’s 
policies of turning Iran into “a 
great, great power in а short 
time,” and that U.S. foreign-policy 
mistakes in Iraq, Egypt, and Libya 
had helped to “throw the region 
into chaos.” 

Trump, 69, is currently far ahead 
of both U.S. Senator Ted Cruz of 
Texas and Ohio Governor John 
Kasich in the race to become the 
Republican presidential candidate. 


OSCE: Cease-fire violations at ‘worrying levels’ 


By Eugen Tomiuc 

(RFE/RL)—The security situa- 
tion in eastern Ukraine is worsen- 
ing, with cease-fire violations at 
their highest level in months, the 
chief OSCE monitor warned on 
April 28. 

The statement by  Епішетиї 
Apakan, head of the OSCE Spe- 
cial Monitoring Mission (SMM) 
to Ukraine, came as four civilians 
were reported killed in shelling in 
eastern Ukraine. 

“During the past weeks, the 
OSCE has registered the highest 
number of cease-fire violations in 
months,” Apakan said in a briefing 
of the Permanent Council of the 
OSCE in Vienna. “Armed violence 
in eastern Ukraine has once again 
reached worrying levels.” 

The Organization for Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), a pan-European rights 
and security body, independently 
monitors the conflict. 

The current cease-fire was agreed 
under a deal known as Minsk II, 
which was brokered in February 
2015 by France and Germany and 
also signed by Russia, Ukraine, the 


Russia-backed separatists, and the 
OSCE. і 

Apakan warned that artillery and 
mortars banned under Minsk II 
“are being used again in increased 
numbers.” 

“A sustainable cease-fire is of 
central importance to the  fur- 
ther implementation of the Minsk 
agreements,” Apakan told the 
council. “Now is the time for the 
sides to show visible and decisive 
action to restore it.” 

Apakan, speaking to journalists 
after the briefing in Vienna, also 
raised concern about “direct attacks” 
against SMM monitors, which he 
said were taking place “with impun- 
ity for the perpetrators.” 

“Three serious security incidents 
have taken place recently: Weapons 
were shot in the direction of SMM 
monitors, they were threatened at 
gunpoint, and one SMM vehicle 
was hit by a bullet,” he said. 

“This impunity for people who 
threaten, violently mistreat or at- 
tack the SMM, or who violate its 
freedom of movement, must end,” 
he said. 

Apakan also said monitors “con- 


tinued to experience restrictions in 
reaching the Ukraine-Russian Fed- 
eration border in areas not controlled 
by the [Ukrainian] government.” 

Separately, at a security confer- 
ence in Moscow on April 28, OSCE 
Secretary-General Lamberto Zan- 
nier spoke out against the idea of 
giving weapons to monitors. 

Zannier said arming the OSCE 
monitors should only be done if 
there is consensus and clear agree- 
ments are in place, and if their tasks 
are clearly understood. 

At least four civilians were killed 
April 26 when three cars were fired 
upon close to a rebel checkpoint 
near the edge of the rebel-held 
town of Olenivka in the eastern 
Ukrainian region of Donetsk, the 
OSCE said in a separate statement, 
without assigning blame. 

Alexander Hug, deputy head of 
the SMM, told RFE/RL’s Ukrain- 
ian Service that monitors who 
examined the site of the attack 
established that the fire had come 
from artillery shells. 

Kyiv has denied the separatists’ 
accusation that Ukrainian 
opened fire on the checkpoint. 


forces 
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NATO chief says 
‘profound differences’ 


remain 


(RFE/RL)—The first meeting 
of the NATO-Russia Council in 
almost two years was “frank and 
serious,” and reasserted deep dis- 
agreements over the Ukrainian 
crisis, NATO chief Jens Stolten- 
berg said after the talks in Brussels. 

The April 20 meeting of the 
council, which serves as a forum 
for cooperation between the two 
sides, ran more than 90 minutes 
over schedule. 

The two sides also discussed mil- 
itary activities of the alliance and 
Russia, and the security situation in 
and around Afghanistan, Stolten- 
berg told a news conference. 

“NATO and Russia have рго- 
found and persistent differences,” 
Stoltenberg said. “Today’s meeting 
did not change that.” 

“In the meeting, it was recon- 
firmed that we disagree on the facts, 
on the narrative, and the respon- 
sibilities in and around Ukraine,” 
Stoltenberg said. 

Practically all civilian and mil- 
itary cooperation between the alli- 
ance and Moscow was suspended 
in April 2014 following Russia’s 
unrecognized annexation the pre- 
vious month of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. - 

The council has met only once 
— in June 2014 — since Russia an- 
nexed Crimea. However, Stolten- 
berg has met with Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov on several 
occasions in recent years and the 
alliance has stressed that while 
cooperation had been halted, chan- 
nels of communication were open. 

The April 20 meeting was pre- 
sented as an opportunity for the two 
sides to continue their political dia- 
logue, but came amid continuing 
disagreements over Russia’s role in 
Ukraine, heightened tensions over 
Moscow’s air campaign in Syria, 
and recent incidents involving the 
U.S. military and Russian planes in 
the Baltic Sea. 

Following the meeting, Stolten- 
berg highlighted NATO’s differ- 
ences with Russia over its involve- 
ment Ukraine conflict. 

“Many allies disagree when Rus- 
sia tries to portray this as a civil 
war,” he said. “This is Russia de- 
stabilizing eastern Ukraine, provid- 
ing support for the separatists, mu- 
nitions, funding, equipment, and 


between 


alliance, Russia 


also command-and-control.” 

“So there were profound dis- 
agreements,” he said. 

However, the NATO chief also 
said the meeting was a potential 
step toward repairing relations, and 
stressed the need for dialogue. 

The allies and Russia “hold very 
different views but we have listened 
to what each other has to say. I think 
we had a very frank, serious, and 
actually good meeting,” Stoltenberg 
told a news conference. 

Ahead of the talks, Stoltenberg 
had stressed that “dialogue is more 
important when times are difficult 
and tensions are high,” while also 
saying that the meeting did not 
mean that “we are back to business 
as normal.” 

Russia’s permanent representa- 
tive to NATO, Aleksandr Grushko, 
sounded a skeptical note after the 
meeting. 

“If the situation turns toward a 
positive agenda,’ Grushko said, 
“then why not hold another meet- 
ing? The problem is that, at this 
point, we have no positive agenda.” 

High on the agenda on April 20 
were incidents this month involy- 
ing the Russian and U.S. militaries 
in the Baltic Sea. 

U.S. military officials said that, 
on April 12, two Russian military 
jets carried out “aggressive” over- 
flights near a U.S. guided-missile 
destroyer in “simulated attack pro- 
files” in international waters off the 
coast of Russia. 

The U.S. officials said the Rus- 
sian Su-24 jets were not armed, but 
flew so close to the U.S. destroyer 
and at such a low altitude that they 
created a “wake in the water.” 

On April 18, the Pentagon re- 
ported what it described as an 
“unsafe” maneuver by a Russian 
fighter jet that flew close to a U.S. 
reconnaissance plane. 

Pentagon spokesman Navy Cap- 
tain Jeff Davis said a Russian Su- 
27 flew less than 15 meters from 
the wingtip of the U.S. plane in 
international airspace over the Bal- 
tic Sea on April 14. 

The council was set up in 2002 
as a consultative body. It has been 
suspended twice — the first time 
being in 2008 after the brief mil- 
itary conflict between Russia and 

Georgia. 


Dutch parliament defeats motion 


to scrap EU- 


(RFE/RL)—The Dutch parlia- 
ment has defeated a motion call- 
ing for the country to pull out of a 
treaty establishing closer European 
Union ties with Ukraine. 

The EU-Ukraine deal was ге- 
jected by a majority of voters in а 
nonbinding referendum earlier this 
month. 

Seventy-five Dutch lawmakers 
voted against the motion 
brought by the Euroskeptic Social- 
ist Party — with 71 in favor in the 


Ukraine deal 


150-seat lower house. 

On April 6, more than four mil- 
lion people, accounting for about 32 
percent of some 12.8 million eligible 
voters, cast their ballots in a non- 
binding referendum with 61 percent 
rejecting the pact with Kyiv. 

The deal has already been rati- 
fied by 27 other EU states, and was 
being provisionally implemented 
even in the Netherlands after being 
approved last year by both houses 
of Parliament. 
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Crackdown on RFE/ 
RL’s Crimea site sparks 
international condemnation 


(RFE/RL)—The latest clampdown on a 
Crimea news site run by Radio Free Eur- 
ope/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) has drawn 
international condemnation, with the United 
States denouncing it as “the Russian govern- 
ment’s growing crackdown on independent 
voices” on the annexed peninsula. 

Crimea’s Moscow-backed authorities have 
repeatedly targeted the Krym.Realii website 
for its criticism of the peninsula’s annexation 
by Russia in March 2014. 

On April 19, Natalya Poklonskaya, Cri- 
mea’s de-facto prosecutor-general, said her 
office planned to ask Russian prosecutors to 
permanently block access to the website. 

Poklonskaya accused Krym.Realti of pub- 
lishing materials that contain “justification 
of sabotage, extremism, and endless slander 
of government bodies in Crimea.” 

Her statement came shortly after Crimean 
prosecutors opened a criminal probe into the 
activities of a local journalist, who has writ- 
ten for Krym.Realii, on charges of under- 
mining Russia’s territorial integrity. 

Mykola Semena could face five years in 
prison if found guilty. 

After Moscow annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine, the Russian parliament passed a 
law making it a criminal offense to ques- 
tion Russia’s territorial integrity, which also 
means opposing the occupation. 

The United States and international media- 
freedom organizations have condemned the 
clampdown in Crimea. 

“The United States remains deeply con- 
cerned about increasing restrictions on in- 
dependent media and civil society in Cri- 
mea,” said Jonathan Lalley, a spokesman 
for the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, in remarks 
published on April 20. 

Lalley said individuals and organizations 
with dissenting views “are being silenced 
or driven out,” and condemned Crimean au- 
thorities for denying international observers 
access to the peninsula. 

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) also voiced 
concerns over the probe into Semena. 

“This recent detention only shows the ur- 


gent need to stop the arbitrary practice of 
silencing journalists in-Crimea,” said Dunja 
Mijatovic, the OSCE representative on 
media freedom. 

The New York-based Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists called on security forces to 
“stop harassing journalists in Crimea for 
their reporting and expressed opinions.” 

Nina Ognianova, the committee’s Europe 
and Central Asia program coordinator, said 
Russia “has a record of equating criticism 
with extremism, and of using its broad laws 
to intimidate and silence the press.” 

Crimean prosecutors said that the Federal 
Security Service (FSB) was investigating 
Krym.Realii over an article “calling for the 
isolation of the peninsula and its inhabit- 
ants, including by military operations.” 

FSB officers searched Semena’s home in 
Simferopol, the regional capital, on April 
19 and took him in for questioning. He was 
released later in the day and ordered not to 
leave the peninsula while he is being inves- 
tigated. 

The homes of several other local journal- 
ists were also searched. 

RFE/RL Editor in Chief Nenad Pejic said 
attacks on RFE/RL staff have become “a 
regular practice” in Russia and Crimea. 

“They have faced every possible pressure 
— public attacks, threats against their fam- 
ilies. Many have been forced to leave the 
peninsula,” he said in a statement. 

Pejic said Krym.Realii would continue 
providing independent news to Crimea, 
adding that the website had over 30 million 
visits last year. 

“This only confirms the importance of 
RFE/RL’s continued presence in Crimea, 
and the need for our journalists to work 
safely without fear of arrest or prosecution,” 
he said. 

Independent media have been virtually 
banned in Crimea since the annexation. 
Like Semena, reporters who work for in- 
dependent media outlets use pseudonyms to 
hide their identities. 

The Krym.Realii website is published in 
Russian, Ukrainian, and Tatar. 


Russia, in nod to new Kyiv 
government, suspends debt demands 


(RFE/RL)—Russia said it temporarily sus- 
pended its demand for full repayment of a $3 
billion loan to Ukraine to give the new govern- 
ment in Kyiv time to decide what to do about it. 

“We have given the new Ukrainian govern- 
ment an extension to assess the situation with 
a clear head, to re-evaluate its position, and 
open negotiations with Russia on its debt,” 
Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov 
said on April 22. 

The move follows "а request from Ukraine” 
that Russia take Kyiv’s current “political in- 
stability” into account, he said. 

Ukraine’s parliament on April, 14 approved 
pro-Western speaker Volodymyr Hroysman 
as prime minister and he and President Petro 
Poroshenko are still assembling their cabinet. 

Poroshenko on April 22 appointed Leszek 
Balcerowicz, the architect of Poland’s “shock 
therapy” economic policies and successful 
post-Soviet privatization drive, as a top eco- 
nomic adviser. 

The appointment follows the naming of 
former Slovak Finance Minister Ivan Miclos 
to the cabinet and signals that Poroshenko is 
reaffirming his commitment to the economic 
reforms prescribed by the International Mon- 
etary Fund. 


In view of the changes in Kyiv, Siluanov 
told reporters in Moscow that Russia has 
agreed to Ukraine’s request to delay court 
hearings in a lawsuit Moscow filed in Feb- 
ruary over the disputed debt, which was 
issued in 2013 to the government of Russia- 
backed Ukrainian President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych weeks before he was ousted from of- 
fice. 

“We gave the new Ukrainian government 
a reprieve,” he said. Ukraine had asked 
London’s High Court of Justice twice to 
postpone hearings. 

The loan was a eurobond issued on the 
Irish Stock Exchange and governed by Eng- 
lish law, so Russia’s lawsuit was filed in 
London. 

The lawsuit against Kyiv was filed after 
the two sides failed to reach a settlement of 
the debt, with Russia insisting on full repay- 
ment and Ukraine demanding a 20 percent 
write-down like it obtained from commer- 
cial creditors last year. 

Kyiv missed a December 21 payment on 
the debt and has been in default on it ever 
since. While Russia has rejected any write- 
down of the debt, it has offered to spread 
out its repayment over three years. 
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Russian court 


bans Crimean 


Tatar Mejlis as extremist 


(RFE/RL)—A Russian-run court in the 
annexed Crimean Peninsula has branded the 
executive council for the region’s Tatar min- 
ority an extremist organization and ordered 
it banned. 

The April 26 ruling by the region’s Su- 
preme Court was the latest in a series of 
moves restricting the activities of Crimean 
Tatars, many of whom have strongly resisted 
Russia’s efforts to consolidate authority over 
the Ukrainian region. 

The previous week, Russia’s Justice Min- 
istry said the Crimean Tatar council, known 
as the Mejlis, had been placed on a list of 
civic and religious organizations for alleged 
extremist activity. 

The court ruling endorsing that Justice 
Ministry announcement gives local officials 
new authority to begin shutting down enter- 
prises, including newspapers, or potentially 
confiscating computers or other property. 

Many Tatars, who make up around 12 per- 
cent of the peninsula’s 2.5 million residents, 
fled Crimea after Russia occupied then 
seized the region two years ago. 

Russia’s top prosecutor for the peninsula, 
Natalya Poklonskaya, was quoted by the 
Russian news agency TASS as saying that 
any actions taken by the Mejlis on Crimean 
territory would now be considered unlawful. 

Refat Chubarov, a Tatar lawmaker who 
heads the Mejlis, told reporters in Kyiv that 
the council, and other related bodies, would 
move operations in full to Kyiv. 

Many Tatars who have remained complain 
of persistent harassment under the Moscow- 
backed authorities. An unknown number 
have disappeared as well, possibly detained 
by security agencies. 

The Turkic-speaking Muslim ethnic group 
has had a tortured history on the peninsula, 
going back centuries, and an uneasy rela- 
tionship at times with Russians, Ukrainians, 
and other ethnic groups living there. 

During World War II, hundreds of thou- 
sands of ethnic Tatars were deported to 
Central Asia by order of Soviet leader Josef 
Stalin, who alleged they were collaborating 


with Nazi Germany. 

Many of those deported and their descend- 
ants began returning to Crimea in the 1980s. 
The Mejlis itself was established in 1991 
amid the Soviet breakup, but was only au- 
thorized by the central government in Kyiv 
in 1999. 

During the 2014 referendum in occupied 
Crimea that Moscow organized as a prelude 
to the annexation, the Mejlis declared Cri- 
mean Tatars would boycott the vote. 

The United Nations has voted overwhelm- 
ingly to insist on Crimea’s status as Ukrain- 
ian territory. 

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry condemned 
the ruling, and called for “unhindered ac- 
cess” by human rights organizations to the 
peninsula to monitor problems there. 

Many Western governments, along with 
rights groups, have also repeatedly criticized 
Moscow and local authorities for policies re- 
stricting Crimean Tatar activities. 

Last year, authorities closed down the pen- 
insula’s Tatar-language TV channel, along 
with other independent broadcasters. 

The U.S. government responded to the an- 
nouncement by the Russian Justice Ministry 
by saying Russian authorities have no juris- 
diction over Tatar issues in Crimea. 

“This action is the latest in a series of abus- 
es perpetrated by de facto authorities against 
those in Crimea who oppose the occupation, 
including Crimean Tatars and members of 
other ethnic and religious minorities in Cri- 
mea,” U.S. State Department spokesman” 
John Kirby said on April 21. “Such abuses 
include arbitrary detentions, beatings, and 
police raids on their homes and places of 
worship.” 

Crimean authorities have targeted other 
individuals and organizations who have criti- 
cized the Russian annexation or reported on 
some of the problems that region has faced. 

A local journalist who has contributed 
to RFE/RL and its Krym.Realii website is 
under criminal investigation for allegedly 
“undermining the Russian territorial integ- 
rity via mass media.” 


Odesa protesters defiant after attack 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian protesters demand- 
ing the resignation of Odesa’s mayor in con- 
nection with reported offshore holdings have 
remained defiant a day after a violent attack 
on their camp wounded several activists. 

Protesters have rebuilt their tent camp out- 
side the Odesa city hall and resumed their 
peaceful picket against Mayor Hennadiy 
Trukhanoy. 

They were assaulted in the early hours of 
April 26 by a group of about 20 men armed 
with baseball bats. 

Three protesters suffered injuries, includ- 
ing head wounds and a concussion. 

Security cameras in the area were turned 
off at the time and did not capture the attack. 

Local authorities said five of the assailants 
have been detained. 

Protesters have been camped out outside 
city hall since April 10 following revelations 
contained in the massive Panama Papers 
document dump that link Trukhanovy to se- 
cretive transactions. 

According to leaked information, the may- 
or is affiliated with more than 20 offshore 
holdings in which he identified himself as a 
Russian citizen even though dual citizenship 
is illegal in Ukraine. 

Russian citizenship could complicate 
Trukhanoy’s situation in light of an ongoing 
conflict in eastern Ukraine with Russia-backed 
separatists and of related tensions in Odesa, 
the scene of a deadly tragedy with the pro- and 
anti-Kyiv conflict raging two years ago. 

Trukhanov denies the allegations. 


The protesters have pinned the attack out- 
side city hall on Trukhanoy. On April 26, 
they blocked entrances to the building with 
trash cans, fences, and tires. 

The violence, which took place just days 
before the anniversary of the deadly clashes 
in 2014, has sent jitters through the southern 
port city. 

More than 40 people were killed in Odesa 
on May 2, 2014, as pro-Russian activists and 
supporters of Ukrainian unity fought running 
battles across the city. 

Most of the victims were Kremlin sup- 
porters who suffocated or jumped out of the 
windows to their deaths after the labor-union 
building was set on fire. 

On the same night the protest camp was at- 
tacked, unidentified attackers launched rock- 
et-propelled grenades at a bank in Odesa. 

Former Georgian President Mikheil Saa- 
kashvili, who was appointed governor of the 
Odesa region a year ago, has linked these 
two incidents as part of what he says are ef- 
forts by Trukhanov’s camp to sow fear in the 
city ahead of the May 2 commemorations. 

Saakashvili accuses Trukhanoy and his al- 
lies of deliberately turning off security cam- 
eras outside city hall ahead of the attack on 
protesters. 

He has called on President Petro Poro- 
shenko to dispatch the National Guard to 
Odesa in order to quell any unrest in the city. 

Speaking in a video statement, Saakash- 
vili said recent events in Odesa bear “all the 
signs of a collapse of the state.” 
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Putin celebrates unrepentant | EU proposes visa-free 
travel to Ukrainians 


fascist Zhirinovsky 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)}—On April 18, Russia’s 
erratic, though consistently anti-democratic, leader 
awarded the Russian Federation’s prestigious “For 
Service to the Fatherland Order, Class II,” to none 
other than Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

Zhirinovsky, who is the head of the bizarrely named 
Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, has been an 
unabashed promoter of Russian illiberalism, fascism, 
and imperialism since he first made a splash in the 
Duma elections of 1993, when his party garnered 23 
percent of the vote. 

Zhirinovsky has never minced his words. To his 
credit, he’s never pretended to be anything but an 
imperialist and a fascist. Indeed, he’s been so brazen, 
so outrageous, and so unapologetic that not even Putin 
Russia’s most ardent Western apologists apologize for 
him. 

Here’s a classic Zhirinovsky statement threatening 
Eastern Europe with war, from August 2014: 

“Poland — the Baltics — they are on the whole 
doomed. They’! be wiped out. There will be nothing 
left. Let them re-think this, these leaders of these 
little dwarf states. How they are leaving themselves 
vulnerable. Nothing threatens America, it’s far away. 
But Eastern Europe countries will place themselves 
under the threat of total annihilation. Only they 
themselves will be to blame. Because we cannot 
allow missiles and planes to be aimed at Russia from 
their territories. We have to destroy them half an hour 
before they launch. And then we have to do carpet 
bombing so that not a single launch pad remains or 
even one plane. So — no Baltics, no Poland.” 

Not enough? Here’s one more, from June 4, 2015, 
aimed at Odesa Governor Mikheil Saakashvili and 
Putin’s Ukrainian political prisoner, Nadia Savchenko: 

“We will shoot all your governors starting with 
Saakashvili, then they’ll be afraid, and there will be a 
different situation in Europe and Ukraine.... Let’s aim 
at Berlin, Brussels, London, and Washington, then 
theyll agree and will promise to leave us alone... 
Shoot this Savchenko tomorrow and hang her in 
Belgrade.” 

By awarding the honor to Zhirinovsky, Putin not 
only legitimizes his ISIS-like barbarism, he endorses 


it. And by awarding the honor for Zhirinovsky’s 
“sreat contribution to the development of Russian 
parliamentarism and his active law-making work” 
(sic!), Putin repudiates liberalism, rule of law, 
democracy, and every international norm known to the 
civilized world — openly and unconditionally. 

For Putin’s critics, this is no surprise. They’ve 
never had any illusions about his politics. For Putin’s 
Western apologists, the award is a moment of truth. If 
they fail to repudiate Putin’s celebration of barbarism, 
they will have effectively endorsed Zhirinovsky and 
his declaration of war on the West and its values. 
Both Donald Trump and Germany’s foreign minister, 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, should remember that their 
knee-jerk Putinophilia is a rejection of everything the 
West represents. Russian recipients of the award — 
many of whom are respectable scholars, artists, and 
policymakers — face a similar choice. 

The award to Zhirinovsky is important for another 
reason. His inclusion in his “Fatherland’s” political 
pantheon suggests that Russian political culture and 
geopolitical thinking are perfectly compatible with, 
and perhaps even supportive of, his extremist views. 
Zhirinovsky’s exaltation may mean that imperialism, 
illiberalism, and authoritarianism, if not downright 
fascism, are central to Russia’s perceptions of itself 
and its place in the world. 

That’s exactly what realists such as former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger and University of Chicago 
political scientist John Mearsheimer believe. Similarly, 
Princeton University historian Stephen Kotkin argues 
that Putin’s foreign policy is a continuation of the 
traditional Muscovite imperial behavior of Peter the 
Great and Alexander I. Since their Russia will always 
be imperialist, aggressive, and authoritarian, Western 
policy can either appease it or go to war. 

My own view is that the neo-fascist Putin regime’s 
policies of oppression at home and aggression abroad 
are the result of his determination to rebuild a Russian 
empire. The goal of US and Western policy should 
therefore be to contain Putin the dictator and wait 
for his regime’s inevitable demise. As negative as it 
sounds, my view is actually optimistic, resting on the 
hopeful assumption that Russians can be democratic 
and that Russia can and eventually will change. 


BBC accuses British, Russian media 
of skewing MH17 reporting 


By Carl Schreck 

(RFE/RL)—The BBC has issued a rare defense 
of an upcoming documentary about the downing of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 over eastern Ukraine, 
accusing British media of distorting its report about 
a tragedy that killed 298 passengers and crew in July 
2014. 

A report by Britain’s Sunday Express tabloid 
“misrepresented” the BBC program, which offers a 
“balanced” look at competing theories, the broadcaster 
said. 

Experts interviewed for the film describe as 
“unlikely” a theory put forward by Moscow and pro- 
Kremlin media — and rejected by Dutch investigators 
— that blames Ukrainian military aircraft for the crash, 
the BBC said. News of the documentary — titled Who 
Shot Down MH17? — rippled through Russia on 
April 24 after the Sunday Express published a story 
about the film on its website that said the program 
“will present new evidence that a Ukrainian fighter jet 
may have shot down the aircraft.” 

Kremlin loyalists have long pushed this theory in 
public, although investigators from the Dutch Safety 
Board concluded in their official report in October 2015 
that the plane was brought down by a Russian-made 
surface-to-air missile fired from an area that was mostly 
controlled by Russian-backed separatists at the time. 

While the hour-long documentary is only slated 
to air on May 3, it ignited an online maelstrom, 
with Kremlin critics accusing the BBC of providing 
a platform for Russian conspiracy theories aimed at 
muddying the waters about Russia’s alleged role in the 
downing of the plane. 

The midsummer tragedy was met with shock 
among the European public and contributed to the 

political climate for further sanctions against Russia’s 
government over its seizure of Crimea and alleged 
fueling of armed separatism in eastern Ukraine. 


Pro-Kremlin media outlets framed the BBC film as 
a straightforward rejection of the version of events 
broadly accepted by Western governments: that 
Russia-backed separatists shot the passenger jet down, 
mostly likely thinking it was a Ukrainian military 
plane. 

A headline in Russia’s national Komsomolskaya 
Pravda daily read, “BBC Film: Malaysian Boeing 
Shot Down By Ukrainian Jets.” 

Aleksei Pushkov, head of the State Duma’s Foreign 
Affairs Committee, said in an April 24 tweet that 
the film could “bring the truth about the downed 
Boeing closer.’””’The false masks are starting to come 
off,” wrote Pushkov, a member of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s United Russia party. 

Pushkov’s hopes for the film, however, may be 
misplaced. 

“Contrary to their headline, experts in fact tell the 
program it was unlikely a Ukrainian fighter jet could 
have shot down MH17, as they cannot fly at such high 
altitudes,” the BBC said in its April 25 statement.” This 
impartial documentary takes a balanced view in 
reporting the competing theories surrounding the fate 
of MH17, including evidence for and against those 
involving Russia, Ukraine, and the CIA,” it added. 

Purported evidence of CIA involvement in the 
incident includes an alleged “intercepted” phone 
call between two men that Komsomolskaya Pravda 
identified as “CIA agents” and which drew widespread 
ridicule for being an obvious ruse. 

The BBC said in its statement that the film, part of 
a series titled The Conspiracy Files, “also examines 
in detail the findings of the official Dutch inquiry into 
the incident, which provide compelling evidence that 
the plane was brought down by a powerful ground-to- 
air missile.” The network’s defense did not appease all 


champion and current Kremlin foe Garry Kasparov. 
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(RFE/RL)—The European Union has proposed offering visa-free trav- 


el in Europe to Ukrainians. 


“Today, we follow up on our commitment to propose short-stay, visa- 
free travel to the EU for Ukrainian citizens with biometric passports,” 
European Commissioner for Home Affairs Dimitris Avramopoulos said 


on April 20. 


“We need to be united and stand by our neighbor,” he also said, ex- 
pressing hope that visa-free travel for Ukrainians will become a reality 


“very soon.” 


The decision will come as a relief to the pro-Western government in 
Kyiv as many feared that the visa-liberalization process could grind to a 
halt after the Netherlands earlier this month voted against the Associa- 
tion Agreement between Ukraine and the EU in a consultative referen- 


dum. 


However, it is still unclear how fast the liberalization process will be 
dealt with in the European Parliament and European Council, where 


some EU member states might want to slow down the process. 


The EU’s neighborhood commissioner, Johannes Hahn, travelled to 


Ukraine on April 20 to officially present the proposal. 


Ukraine marks 
30th Anniversary of 
Chornobyl disaster 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine marked the 30th anniversary of the Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster on April 26 with a memorial service and a series of 
events in remembrance of the world’s worst-ever civilian nuclear acci- 


dent. 


Sirens were sounded in the early morning hours to mark 30 years since 
the moment that the first explosion blew the roof off the building housing 
а reactor and threw a cloud of radioactive material high into the air — . 
drifting across Ukraine’s borders into Russia, Belarus, and across North- 


ern Europe. 


A memorial service was held shortly after midnight in the town of 
Slavutych, which was built to accommodate workers displaced by the 


Срогпобу! disaster. 


President Petro Poroshenko attended a ceremony on April 26 at the 
Chornoby] plant, which sits in the middle of an uninhabitable “exclusion 


zone.” 


In a speech, Poroshenko said that “the consequences of the catastro- 


phe” have not been resolved. 


He said the disaster had been "а heavy burden on the shoulders of the 
Ukrainian people” and that the country was “still a long way” from over- 


coming the tragedy. 


The level of radioactivity remains high in areas around Chornobyl. 


Since 2010, work has been under way to build a massive shelter over 
the damaged reactor and seal in about 200 tons of uranium thought to be 


still there. 


There are fears that if parts of the damaged reactor collapse, another 
cloud of radioactive material could be thrown into the atmosphere again. 


Ukraine cuts main interest 


rate amid disinflation 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s central bank has cut its main interest rate to 19 
percent from 22 percent, citing a “significant easing in risks to price sta- 


bility.” 


The National Bank of Ukraine said on April 21 it would make further 
cuts if disinflation continues and the country’s $17.5 billion bailout is 


resumed. 


“The key risk now is a delay in restarting cooperation with the Inter- 


national Monetary Fund (IMF),” it also said. 


The bank kept its 2016 inflation goal of 12 percent, and said it should 

be able to ease capital controls once cooperation with the IMF resumes. 
Consumer-price growth decelerated to the lowest level in 1 1/2 years 

in March, while the new government has eased a two-month political (з 


crisis that delayed aid disbursements. 


New Finance Minister Oleksandr Danylyuk has said the next $1.7 bil- 


lion tranche from the IMF may arrive next month. 


ES 


Germany, France urge new Ukrainian 


government to act on reforms 


(RFE/RL)—Germany and France have urged new Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Hroysman to quickly implement economic reforms 
and the Minsk agreements on regulating the conflict with Russia-backed 


separatists in eastern Ukraine. 


French President Francois Hollande and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel passed on the message to Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 


in a phone call on April 15. 


“The new dynamic created by the change in government must trans- 
critics of the program, including former world chess | late into rapid and concrete results,” according to a statement from the 


French presidential office issued after the telephone call. 
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Ambassador stresses courage 


Cont. from Р. 1 


Shevchenko noted. 

“We strongly believe that we are 
on the right side of history in this 
war. We strongly believe it’s part 
of the battle between good and bad, 
between truth and lies, between dark 
forces and light forces. This is not just 
about our borders. It's not just about 
geopolitics. It's about something 
much more substantial,” he said. 

Shevchenko also talked about 
the courage of the first Ukrainian 
pioneers to Canada and the chal- 
lenges they faced when coming to 
anew land, and the courage it takes 
to keep up the dream of a prosper- 
ous and successful Ukraine. 

Despite the problems the country 
faces, the future is bright because 
the people have changed, he said 

“Think of the man who lost 
his father. Think of the millions 
of Ukrainian who went through 
Maidan. Think of the millions of 
Ukrainians who now defend their 
country in this war.” 

In the last century we witnessed 
the miracle of the independence 
of Ukraine, two years ago we wit- 
nessed the miracle of Maidan and 
soon we will witness the miracle of a 
prosperous Ukraine government by 
the rule of law, Shevchenko said. 

He also thanked the Canadian 
government for sending military 
trainers to Ukraine, providing non- 
lethal aid and radar images. 

UCC National President Paul 
Grod, who repeatedly referred to 
~ Shevchenko as “the face of the new 
Ukraine”, took the opportunity to 
praise the Ukrainian community in 
Edmonton — a place where Ukrain- 
ian culture is not just maintained, 
but flourishes and thrives. 

He described the city as “a centre 
of excellence for Ukrainian culture 
and Ukrainian education — not only 
in Canada but in the entire diaspora.” 

Grod also noted that the 25th an- 
niversary of Ukraine’s independence 
is a bittersweet celebration due to 
the war with Russia. Over 10% of 
Ukraine’s territory has been occu- 
pied. It has cost over 9,000 Ukrain- 
ian lives, left over 20,000 wounded 
and displaced 1.5 million people. 

“It is a catastrophe. Ukraine's 
economy has been decimated. 
But... the Ukrainian state and the 
Ukrainian people have Vladimir 


ч 


ро 
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Putin to thank. Thank for one thing. 
He has helped us unite Ukraine. 
Ukraine today is more united than 
ever has been. And after 25 years 
despite the tremendous complexity 
and despair that is in Ukraine today 
there is hope,” said Grod 

In her opening remarks, Alberta 
UCC President Olesia Luciw- 
Andryjowycz noted that the UCC 
has never been content with the 
status quo, but always risen to the 
challenges. 

“UCC has become an authorita- 
tive, representative body, recog- 
nized and respected within Parlia- 
ment, board rooms of government 
agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, and the Canadian 
mainstream. The Congress show- 
cases and represents the Ukrainian 
community in Canada, highlights 
its history, culture, and its people 
as nation builders, and contributes 
to the development of multicultural 
Canada,” she stated. 

“One of the defining factors in the 
work of UCC is the community’s 
relationship with Ukraine and its 
people. Our linkages with Ukraine 
define who we are as a community, 
and the stronger the Ukrainian na- 
tion in Ukraine, the stronger will be 
the Ukrainian community in Can- 
ada, the stronger will be the entire 
Ukrainian diaspora. UCC has made 
one of its priorities assistance for 
the people of Ukraine in realizing 
their aspirations for a life in free- 
dom and dignity, in a state where 
fundamental human rights are re- 
spected and rule of law prevails,” 
added Luciw-Andryjowycz. 

Speaking on behalf of the federal 
government, Edmonton-Centre MP 
Randy Boissonnault emphasized 
how Ukrainian culture has become 
such a defining feature of life in 
Edmonton. 

“Whether through the  per- 
forming arts, the culinary arts or 
grand holiday celebrations, Ed- 
montonians are reminded every 
day of the proud Ukrainian trad- 
itions that grace our city. 

“As with many great cities across 
Canada, we are extremely fortun- 
ate to enjoy such a rich cultural 
tapestry in Edmonton. Tonight is 
yet another wonderful example of 
that,” he noted 

Representing the provincial gov- 
ernment, Deron Bilous, Minister of 
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lesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, Randy Boissonnault, Deron Bilous. 


Economic Development and Trade 
focussed on the contributions of 
the Ukrainian pioneers of Alberta. 

“T think of men, women and fam- 
ilies eager for a chance to prove their 
worth, on their own piece of land. 

“T think of whole rural commun- 
ities crossing an ocean with a solid 
faith that the future had something 
special in store for them. 

“T think of the burdens they 
faced, of adjusting to a new land, 
climate and language... 

“The uphill battle for acceptance 
in a country that was often suspi- 
cious of them,” he said 

“The success of Alberta’s Ukrain- 
ian community is a great lesson for 
all those who come here seeking a 
better life, and to those of us who 
welcome them,” Bilous added. 

Edmonton Mayor Don _ Iveson 
was unable to attend but sent written 


greeting which were read out by Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies Adrian Warchola. 

“One of Edmonton’s greatest 
strengths is our diversity. We are for- 
tunate to be home to people from all 
over the world who enrich our city 
with their customs, language, food, 
music and art. For more than a cen- 
tury, Ukrainian immigrants and their 
descendants have helped build our 
city and our province,” he said. 

The event also included perform- 
ances by the “Axios” Choir, the 
Cheremosh Dance Ensemble and 
the musical ensemble “Ruta”. 

The banquet served as the cul- 
mination of the Edmonton leg of a 
whirlwind Alberta tour for Ambas- 
sador Shevchenko. 

He also visited the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village, the Can- 
adian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies (CIUS) at the University of 


Alberta, the Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program at St. Martin’s School, 
Ukrainian Canadian Archives and 
Museum of Alberta, the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Archives and Mu- 
seum of Alberta, Alberta Council 
for the Ukrainian Arts Gallery and 
Wedding Fair, met with Members 
of Parliament, Garnett Genuis 
(Sherwood Park) and Kerry Diotte 
(Edmonton Griesbach), held recep- 
tions with the Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce and Alberta: Canada 
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 
and Ukrainian Community Leaders 
at the Chateau Louis Hotel and wit- 
nessed the Peace for Children Run. 

From Edmonton, he travelled to 
Red Deer to meet with the Ukrainian 
community in that city, before pro- 
ceeding to Calgary for another UCC 
anniversary reception plus a meeting 
with oil and gas executives. 
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